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TOWN  OFFICERS  FOR  1954 


Selectmen,  Board  of  Welfare  and  Board  of  Health 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman  Board  of  Selectmen, 
Board  of  Public  Welfare  and  Board  of  Health 
P.  0.  North  Dighton,  Mass. — Telephone  Taunton  2-4922 

WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES,  P.  0.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3021 

JOSEPH  REGO  SILVIA,  P.  O.  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  3273 — Resigned 

CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD,  P.  O.  Segreganset 
Telephone  Dighton  4271 — Elected  October  20 

Town  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Town  Collector  and  Agent  of 

Board  of  Health 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS,  P.  O.  North  Dighton,  Mass. 
Telephone  Dighton  4241  (Residence  Taunton  4-6465) 


Auditor 


JOSEPH  W.  FLECK,  P.  O.  Dighton— Resigned 

RUTH  D.  LEE  MING,  P.  O.  Segreganset 
Telephone  Dighton  3431 — Appointed  November  12 


Assessors 


HAROLD  M.  MENDOZA,  Chairman,  P.  O.  Dighton 

Telephone  Dighton  4861 

RAYMOND  A.  HORTON,  P.  O.  No.  Dighton 

Telephone  2158 

WILLIS  BARLOW,  P.  O.  Dighton 
Tel.  Dighton  3051 
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Superintendent  of  Streets 

HENRY  P.  GOFF,  P.  0.  No.  Dighton 
Telephone  Taunton  2-3583 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY,  P.  O.  Segreganset 
Telephone  Dighton  3791 


Finance  Committee 


CHARLES  W.  HARRIS,  Chairman 
LOUIS  CONSTANTINE,  JR.,  Clerk 
ELLIOTT  D.  COLE  WILLIAM  HATHAWAY 

G.  RUSSELL  HORTON  HAMILTON  SWEET 

WILLIAM  MARSDEN 


School  Committee 

WYMAN  E.  HAWKES,  Chairman 
P.  O.  Segreganset 

CATHERINE  C.  CARR,  Secretary 
P.  O.  No.  Dighton 

PETER  R.  TUTTLE,  Financial  Secretary 
P.  O.  No.  Dighton 

JOHN  GRAY,  P.  O.  North  Dighton 

HERBERT  HOLT,  P.  0.  North  Dighton 

LAWRENCE  MENDOZA,  P.  O.  Dighton 


Superintendent  of  Schools 

THOMAS  L.  WARREN,  P.  O.  No.  Dighton 
Telephone  Taunton  4-6432 

Town  Nurse 

MRS.  ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.  N.,  P.  O.  Dighton 
Telephone  Dighton  2141 
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Moth  Superintendent 

GEORGE  W.  ROSE,  P.  O.  Dighton 
Telephone  Dighton  2551 

Tree  Warden 

HENRY  P.  GOFF,  P.  O.  No.  Dighton 
Telephone  Taunton  2-3583 

Forest  Fire  Warden 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY,  P.  O.  Segreganset 
Telephone  Dighton  3791 

Chief  of  Fire  Department 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY,  P.  O.  Segreganset 
Telephone  Dighton  3791 

Chief  of  Police 

WILBUR  S.  MENGES,  P.  O.  Segreganset 
January  1 — August  20 

CHARLES  A.  CARLSTROM,  P.  0.  No.  Dighton 

Appointed  October  6 
Telephone  Taunton  4-4411 
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REPORT  OF  THE  FINANCE  COMMITTEE 


The  Finance  Committee  held  ten  meetings  during  1954 
at  which  members  faithfully  considered  the  recommendation 
of  appropriations  and  expenditure  of  town  money.  Inas¬ 
much  as  the  need  of  extra  money  for  some  departments  was 
the  purpose  of  three  meetings,  it  would  appear  that  more 
care  should  be  given  in  preparation  of  budgets,  then,  after 
the  departmental  appropriations  are  made,  each  department 
head  should  aim  to  stay  within  his  appropriation.  The  Fi¬ 
nance  Committee  has  approved  budgets  as  presented  when 
sufficient  information  was  presented  to  justify  approval. 

The  Finance  Committee  has  recommended  to  the  Select¬ 
men  that  each  department  head  submit  an  inventory  of 
Town  owned  property  and  equipment  under  his  control  with 
the  value  and  age  assigned  to  each.  Each  year  equipment 
is  purchased  by  the  town  and  very  few  records  are  kept  to 
show  its  wear,  repair,  or  replacement. 

We  are  glad  to  have  the  opportunity  to  serve  the  Town 
of  Dighton. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  W.  HARRIS, 

Chairman, 

LOUIS  CONSTANTINE, 

Secretary, 

WILLIAM  MARSDEN,  JR., 
WILLIAM  F.  HATHAWAY, 

G.  RUSSELL  HORTON, 
HAMILTON  SWEET, 

ELLIOTT  D.  COLE. 
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REPORT  OF  SELECTMEN 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

On  February  14  at  7:00  A.  M.  the  Taunton-Dighton 
telephone  switchover  was  effected,  enabling  the  residents  of 
the  two  exchanges  in  Dighton  to  converse  toll  free,  also  en¬ 
abling  those  living  in  the  Dighton  exchange  area  to  call  Fall 
River  without  charge.  Construction  of  a  central  Dighton 
office  and  installation  of  cable  and  trunk  lines  were  neces¬ 
sitated  for  the  modern  system. 

After  the  appropriations  were  voted  at  Town  Meeting, 
a  Police  cruiser  and  two-way  radios  for  fire  and  police  de¬ 
partments  were  purchased.  There  was  considerable  delay 
in  the  shipping  and  installing  of  the  fire  department  radio, 
so  that  it  was  not  completed  until  December  15.  As  yet  the 
fire  department  has  had  only  experimental  tryouts,  but  we 
are  confident  that  it  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  the  protection 
of  the  Town. 

On  June  11,  Mrs.  Marie  A.  Medeiros  resigned  as  clerk 
for  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Board  of  Health.  Mrs.  Me¬ 
deiros  served  faithfully  and  efficiently  from  February  1952 
to  June  1954.  Mrs.  Isabel  G.  Burgmann  was  appointed  as 
Town  Office  clerk. 

The  former  site  of  the  North  Elementary  School  was 
approved  as  a  playground,  and  the  citizens  of  Dighton 
formed  a  baseball  Little  League  which  had  a  very  success¬ 
ful  season. 

The  State  Department  of  Public  Works  requested  an 
inspection  of  the  abutments  at  Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  by  a 
diver.  As  a  result  of  the  inspection,  it  was  advised  that  re¬ 
pairs  will  have  to  be  made  this  spring. 

The  resignation  of  John  F.  Crawford  as  Civil  Defense 
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Director  on  August  18  was  accepted  with  regrets.  On  Oc¬ 
tober  20,  Stafford  H.  Hambly  was  appointed. 

On  August  31,  Joseph  Rego  Silvia  resigned  as  Select¬ 
man  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Public  Welfare.  A  special 
election  was  held  on  October  20  and  Clayton  H.  Atwood  was 
elected  to  the  unexpired  term  of  Mr.  Silvia. 

On  August  20,  the  Board,  pursuant  to  Section  97,  Chap¬ 
ter  41  of  the  General  Laws,  removed  Wilbur  S.  Menges  as 
Chief  of  Police.  Subsequently  on  October  6,  Charles  A. 
Carlstrom  of  River  St.,  Mattapan,  formerly  with  the  U.  S. 
Treasury  Department,  was  appointed  Chief  of  Police.  In 
the  interim,  Chairman  of  the  Board,  Earle  M.  Smith,  served 
as  acting  Chief  with  the  assistance  of  Charles  H.  Mason  as 
Lieutenant. 

August  31,  Hurricane  Carol  struck  with  devastating 
'  orce  accompanied  by  a  tidal  wave.  The  combination  of  the 
two  destroyed  and  damaged  many  homes  and  businesses 
especially  in  the  south  part  of  the  Town  near  the  Taunton 
River.  Some  buildings  were  completely  wrecked,  others 
flooded  and  badly  damaged,  wells  rendered  unfit  for  use, 
oil  burners  and  electric  equipment  water  soaked.  We  were 
fortunate  no  lives  were  lost  by  accident.  Through  the  he¬ 
roic  work  of  members  of  the  police  and  fire  departments, 
aided  by  citizens  in  that  district,  all  those  caught  by  the 
flood  were  moved  to  higher  ground  before  it  was  too  late. 
We  wish  to  extend  the  gratitude  of  the  Town  to  the  Uni¬ 
tarian  Society  for  the  use  of  the  Memorial  Hall  and  for  their 
assistance  during  the  clothing  drive,  which  was  participated 
in  so  successfully  by  all  the  citizens  of  the  Town. 

We  wish  to  thank  the  Standard  Coil  Products  Co.  em¬ 
ployees  for  their  generous  contribution  for  the  relief  of  dis¬ 
aster  victims. 

The  American  Red  Cross  should  be  commended  for  its 
quick  response  in  coming  forth  with  food,  bedding,  and  mat¬ 
tresses,  and  also  for  approximately  $8,000  which  they  spent 
for  the  rehabilitation  of  families  in  damaged  homes. 
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Besides  the  flood,  the  wind  created  havoc  all  over  the 
town.  Trees  were  uprooted  blocking  the  streets  and  power 
and  telephone  lines  were  down.  Partial  service  was  restored, 
when  on  September  11,  Hurricane  Edna  visited  us  causing 
more  damage  from  the  wind  and  heavy  rain.  As  a  result, 
telephone  and  electric  light  service  was  not  completely  re¬ 
stored  to  the  outlying  sections  until  about  September  20. 

A  drive  was  conducted  by  the  townspeople  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  the  disaster  victims,  and  the  sum  of  $755.66  was  col¬ 
lected  which  was  distributed  by  the  Disaster  Relief  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  State  and  Federal  governments  have  reimbursed 
the  town  for  hurricane  relief  work  done  by  the  Town  de¬ 
partments. 

Because  of  the  great  amount  of  time  needed  to  repair 
his  hurricane  damaged  home,  Joseph  W.  Fleck,  town  audi¬ 
tor,  resigned  on  November  12.  Mrs.  Ruth  Leeming  was  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 

We  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  all  officials,  em¬ 
ployees  and  citizens  of  the  Town  for  their  cooperation  dur¬ 
ing  the  year. 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman, 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 
CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 

Selectmen  of  Dighton. 


REPORT  OF 

THE  BOARD  OF  PUBLIC  WELFARE 


To  the  Citizens  of  Dighton : 

The  Town  appropriation  in  the  Old  Age  Assistance 
category  was  $25,000.00,  with  Federal  reimbursement  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  amounting  to  $18,207.80.  At  a  Special  Town 
Meeting  Dec.  29th  is  was  necessary  to  transfer  $5,226.31  to 
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this  account.  Two  recoveries  were  made,  one  under  the  Lien 
Law  and  one  under  Chapter  118D,  section  14,  amounting  to 
$6,605.05  in  the  aggregate.  Fifty  cases  were  aided  during 
the  year  in  the  amount  of  $46,764.68  and  $1,154.95  was 
spent  for  Dighton  settled  cases  residing  in  other  cities  and 
towns.  At  the  end  of  the  year  this  account  shows  a  balance 
in  U.  S.  Grants  of  $1,442.13  and  Town  Funds  of  $514.48. 

Under  Disability  Assistance  the  Town  appropriation 
was  $3,500.00.  During  the  year  reimbursements  from  the 
Federal  Government  amounted  to  $3,146.70  making  a  total 
of  $6,646.70.  Expenditures  for  eight  cases  aided  was  $6,- 
231.66.  $400.00  was  transferred  from  this  account  to  the 

General  Relief  Account  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  Dec. 
29th  leaving  a  balance  in  Town  Funds  of  $15.04. 

In  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  Account  the  Town  ap¬ 
propriation  was  $4,000.00.  In  this  account  there  was  a  bal¬ 
ance  in  U.  S.  Grants  carried  over  of  $42.89.  During  the  year 
Federal  reimbursements  were  received  in  the  amount  of 
$2,469.45.  Four  cases,  consisting  of  ten  eligible  children 
and  three  eligible  parents  were  aided  in  the  amount  of  $5,- 
718.65,  leaving  a  balance  in  the  Town  Funds  of  $793.69.  At 
the  Special  Town  Meeting  Dec.  29th,  $700.00  of  this  amount 
was  transferred  to  the  Old  Age  Assistance  Account. 

The  General  Relief  appropriation  for  1954  was  $3,- 
500.00.  During  the  year  sixteen  families  within  the  Town 
and  four  Dighton  settled  cases  residing  in  other  cities  and 
towns  were  aided.  It  was  necessary  to  transfer  $1,500.00 
to  this  account  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  Dec.  29th.  The 
total  expenditures  for  the  year  was  $4,844.69  leaving  a  bal¬ 
ance  in  Town  Funds  of  $155.31. 

The  generous  Christmas  gift  of  $500.00  from  the  Taun¬ 
ton  Greyhound  Association  brought  happiness  to  seventy- 
four  needy  families.  On  behalf  of  the  recipients  we  extend 
our  sincere  thanks. 

We  wish  also  to  extend  our  thanks  and  appreciation  to 
the  Standard  Coil  Products  Co.  Inc,  The  American  Red  Cross 
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and  all  others  who  so  generously  gave  of  their  time  and 
money  to  aid  the  unfortunate  victims,  in  the  Town,  of  Hurri¬ 
canes  “Carol”  and  “Edna”. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman, 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 
CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 

Board  of  Public  Welfare, 

AUDREY  E.  POMFRET, 

Social  Worker. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH 


As  you  may  note  from  the  detailed  report  of  our  town 
nurse,  Mrs.  Esther  Bowden,  there  was  no  epidemic  of  seri¬ 
ous  nature  during  the  past  year,  and  we  are  confident  that 
in  general  the  health  of  the  community  was  good. 

The  assistance  from  Mrs.  Bowden  and  the  social  work¬ 
er,  Mrs.  Boucher,  during  the  hurricane  disaster  was  greatly 
appreciated  by  the  Board. 

The  service  the  town  ambulance  renders  to  the  com¬ 
munity  is  becoming  greater  each  year.  It  has  proven  to  be 
well  worth  the  efforts  of  the  Dighton  Firemen’s  Association 
and  the  citizens  who  provided  for  this  ambulance,  that  was 
placed  in  service  in  1953. 

The  Board  of  Health  extends  its  thanks  to  Mrs.  Bowden 
for  her  cooperation  in  this  department. 

EARLE  M.  SMITH,  Chairman, 
WILLIAM  F.  BENEVIDES, 
CLAYTON  H.  ATWOOD, 

Selectmen  of  Dighton. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMUNITY  NURSE 


To  the  Board  of  Health : 

Gentlemen : 

The  nursing  program  in  Dighton  has  been  carried  on  in 
the  same  manner  as  in  previous  years. 

Bedside  nursing  and  injections  have  been  the  most  fre¬ 
quent  services  rendered.  Transportation  of  patients  to  and 
from  hospitals,  clinics,  and  doctors’  offices  were  a  large  part 
of  my  duties. 

Again  an  increase  in  attendance  at  the  annual  clinics 
was  recorded.  At  the  Immunization  Clinic,  three  injections 
of  triple  antigen  were  given  at  three  or  four  week  intervals 
to  infants  and  pre-school  children.  Double  antigen,  an  agent 
for  combating  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  was  used  for  the 
older  children.  Twenty-four  children  received  the  three  in¬ 
jections  of  triple  antigen  and  six  received  two  injections. 
One  hundred  and  four  booster  injections  were  administered. 
At  the  Pre-school  Clinic,  forty-nine  children  were  vaccinated 
against  small-pox. 

There  were  no  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  reported  in 
the  Town  of  Dighton  this  year. 

During  the  hurricanes  this  fall,  Dighton  High  School 
was  established  as  a  Red  Cross  Shelter.  Sleeping  arrange¬ 
ments,  meals,  and  the  general  comfort  of  the  evacuees  were 
under  my  supervision.  In  addition,  canteen  services  were 
available  to  the  police  and  firemen  on  duty.  In  cooperation 
with  the  American  Red  Cross,  necessary  information  as  to 
the  immediate  needs  of  the  disaster  victims  was  obtained 
and  reported  to  the  proper  authorities.  A  clothing  center 
was  opened  at  Memorial  Hall  after  it  proved  too  large  to 
remain  at  St.  Peter’s  Rectory.  The  people  of  Dighton  gener¬ 
ously  responded  to  the  emergencies  and  tons  of  clothing, 
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shoes,  bedding,  and  furnishings  were  distributed  to  the  fam¬ 
ilies  whose  possessions  were  so  seriously  damaged  by  the 
forces  of  “Carol  and  Edna.”  When  the  needs  of  the  people 
of  Dighton  were  fulfilled,  the  remaining  articles  were  given 
to  the  Salvation  Army  of  Fall  River,  who  were  most  grateful 
for  these  articles,  as  their  headquarters  and  supplies  were 
badly  damaged  by  the  storms. 

Again  I  wish  to  thank  you,  the  members  of  the  Board 
of  Health  and  Town  officials,  for  your  support  and  coopera¬ 
tion.  I  also  wish  to  thank  everyone  who  helped  during  the 
hurricane  emergencies. 


Respectfully  submitted, 
ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.  N., 


Dighton  Town  Nurse. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT 


Balance  in  Treasury  Jan.  1,  1954 
Total  Receipts  in  1954 


$124,621.64 

487,388.79 


Selectmen’s  Warrants  (1954) 


612,010.43 

507,406.77 


Balance  in  Treasury  Dec.  31,  1954 
See  Auditor’s  Report. 


$104,603.66 


PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 

Town  Treasurer. 


REPORT  OF  CEMETERY  FUND 

Amount  of  On  Deposit  Interest  With-  Balance 

Fund  Jan.  1,  1954  Rec’d  drawn  Dec.  31 

Sarah  Babbitt .  $100.00  $207.45  $5.74  $213.19 

Josephine  G.  Thaxter .  100.00  116.58  3.22  119.80 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT 


The  regular  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  the  Election  of 
Officers  for  the  Town  of  Dighton  was  held  on  March  1,  1954. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order  at  10  A.  M.  by  Wayne  Phil- 
brook,  Town  Moderator.  The  polls  were  opened  at  10  :01 
A.  M.  and  balloting  was  under  the  supervision  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  Election  officers:  Elaine  Varley,  Catherine  Sherman, 
Dorothy  Donnelly,  Caroline  Tripp,  Florence  Perry,  George 
Rose,  Selma  Wall,  Helen  Atwood,  Mary  S.  Perry,  Hazel 
Reed,  and  Mary  Allie.  The  polls  were  closed  at  8  P.  M. 
Total  number  of  votes  was  1283.  The  ballots  having  been 
assorted  and  counted,  the  result  was  declared  as  follows: 

Moderator  for  One  Year:  Wayne  M.  Philbrook. 

Selectman  for  Three  Years:  William  F.  Benevides. 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  for  Three  Years:  William  F. 
Benevides. 

Auditor  for  One  Year:  Joseph  Fleck. 

Town  Treasurer  for  One  Year:  Percy  B.  Simmons. 

Assessor  for  Three  Years:  Willis  F.  T.  Barlow. 

School  Committee  for  Three  Years:  Lawrence  Men¬ 
doza,  Peter  R.  Tuttle. 

Trustee  for  Public  Library  for  Three  Years:  Edward  D. 
Greenlaw. 

Tree  Warden  for  One  Year:  Henry  P.  Goff. 

Oyster  Warden  for  One  Year:  John  J.  Rolfe,  Antone 
Viveiros,  Joseph  Medeiros. 

Fish  Warden  for  One  Year:  John  J.  Rolfe,  Antone  Vi¬ 
veiros,  Joseph  Medeiros. 

The  regular  annual  Town  Meeting  of  the  Town  of  Digh- 
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ton  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  Monday,  March  8,  1954 
and  was  called  to  order  at  7 :30  P.  M.  by  the  moderator. 

VOTED:  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  Warrant. 

VOTED:  the  reports  of  the  Town  Officials  be  accepted 
as  printed  in  the  Town  Officers’  Reports. 

VOTED :  to  change  the  order  of  business  to  take  up  Ar¬ 
ticle  22  before  Article  3. 

REJECTED,  sec.  97 A,  chap.  41,  Gen.  Laws  as  follows: 
“In  any  town  which  accepts  this  section  there  shall  be  a  po¬ 
lice  department  established  by  the  Selectmen,  and  such  de¬ 
partment  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  an  officer  to  be 
known  as  the  chief  of  police.  The  selectmen  of  any  such  town 
shall  appoint  a  Chief  of  Police  and  such  other  officers  as  they 
deem  necessary,  and  fix  their  compensation,  not  exceeding, 
in  the  aggregate,  the  annual  appropriation  therefor.  In  any 
suc'h  town  in  which  such  appointments  are  not  subject  to 
chapter  thirty-one,  they  shall  be  made  annually  and  the  se¬ 
lectmen  may  remove  such  chief  or  other  officers  for  cause  at 
any  time  after  a  hearing.  The  chief  of  police  in  any  such 
town  Shall  from  time  to  time  make  suitable  regulations  gov¬ 
erning  the  police  department,  and  the  officers  thereof,  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  approval  of  the  selectmen;  provided,  that  such 
regulations  shall  become  effective  without  such  approval 
upon  the  failure  of  the  selectmen  to  take  action  thereon 
within  thirty  days  after  they  have  been  submitted  to  them 
by  the  chief  of  police.  The  chief  of  police  in  any  such  town 
Shall  be  in  immediate  control  of  all  town  property  used  by 
the  department,  and  of  the  police  officers,  whom  he  shall  as¬ 
sign  to  their  respective  duties  and  who  shall  obey  his  orders. 
Section  ninety-seven  shall  not  apply  in  any  town  which  ac¬ 
cepts  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

VOTED:  the  Selectmen  appoint  all  necessary  Town  of¬ 
ficials  and  committees. 

VOTED:  the  Treasurer  be  bonded  in  the  amount  of 
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$24,200.00  and  the  Tax  Collector  be  bonded  in  the  amount 
of  $30,200.00. 

VOTED:  to  dispense  with  Article  5  until  coming  to  the 
appropriations. 

VOTED:  the  appropriations  be  taken  up  as  listed  on 
Page  2. 


VOTED:  the  Town  raise  by  taxation  or  by  transfer  of 
available  funds  from  the  Surplus  Revenue  Account,  the  ap¬ 
propriations  listed  as  follows  to  defray  town  charges  and 
assessments : 


New  Elementary  School  Bonds 

Interest  on  New  Elementary  School  Bonds 

School  Department 

High  School  Athletic  Fund 

Public  Library 

Welfare  Department 

Old  Age  Assistance 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children 

Disability  Assistance 

Veterans’  Benefits 

General  Relief  Administration 

Board  of  Health 

Fire  Department 

Police  Department 

Street  Department 

Chap.  81 — Highway  Fund 

Chap.  90 — Maintenance 

Street  Department — Sidewalk 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge 

Contract — Submarine  Cable  Dighton-Berkley 

Gypsy  Moth  Department 

Care  of  Town  Elms 

Mosquito  Control 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

General  Government 

Civil  Defense 


$25,000.00 
9,240.00 
191,235.00 
1,000.00 
1,650.00 
3,500.00 
25,000.00 
4,000.00 
3,500.00 
3,700.00 
1,800.00 
4,950.00 
6,475.00 
4,958.00 
5,500.00 
7,350.00 
1,700.00 
400.00 
900.00 
Bridge  455.00 
500.00 
2,562.60 
250.00 
125.00 
19,428.42 
200.00 
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County  Retirement  Fund 
Bristol  County  Tuberculosis  Hospital 
Retirement  Account — D.  F.  Lane 

VOTED :  the  salaries  of  the  elected  Town  Officials  be 
as  follows: 


Town  Treasurer 

$1,150.00 

Selectmen : 

Chairman 

440.00 

Others 

200.00 

each 

Town  Clerk 

600.00 

Moderator 

20.00 

Auditor 

250.00 

Town  Collector 

1,500.00 

Tree  Warden 

35.00 

Assessors : 

Chairman 

500.00 

Clerk 

500.00 

Other  Members 

400.00 

Board  of  Public  Welfare: 

Chairman 

200.00 

Other  Members 

100.00 

each 

Board  of  Health : 

Chairman 

200.00 

Other  Members 

100.00 

each 

School  Committee  Secretary 

25.00 

VOTED :  to  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $5,000 
from  Excess  and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  Reserve 
Account — Appropriated  in  accordance  with  Chapter  40, 
Section  6,  General  Laws. 

VOTED:  to  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,- 
200.00  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  Road  Machinery 
Account  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  expenses  of  operating 
Town  owned  highway  equipment. 


2,089.59 

5,420.99 

1,000.00 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


21 


VOTED:  to  appropriate  the  Dog  Tax  Refund  in  the 
amount  of  $564.88  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  Library. 

VOTED:  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  unappropriated 
available  funds  in  the  Treasury  to  Highway  Revenue  in  an¬ 
ticipation  of  reimbursement  from  the  State  and  County  for 
Chapter  81  and  90  Highway  Maintenance. 

VOTED :  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Selectmen  to  borrow  money  from  time  to  time 
in  anticipation  of  the  revenue  of  the  financial  year  beginning 
January  1,  1954  and  to  issue  a  note  or  notes  as  may  be  given 
for  a  period  of  less  than  one  year  in  accordance  with  Section 
17,  Chapter  44,  General  Laws. 

VOTED :  to  authorize  the  Town  Treasurer,  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Selectmen,  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private 
sale,  all  properties  which  the  Town  has  legally  acquired  by 
tax  title. 

VOTED:  to  make  changes  in  grade,  take  land  by  pur¬ 
chase  or  eminent  domain,  and  to  settle  damages  for  land 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  1954  Highway  Program  under 
Chapter  81  and  Chapter  90. 

VOTED:  to  establish  the  compensation  of  laborers  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  Town  in  the  Highway  Department  at  $1.25 
per  hour  and  $1.60  for  the  Superintendent. 

VOTED’:  to  discontinue  the  election  of  Fish  and  Oyster 
Wardens  and  to  authorize  the  Selectmen  to  appoint  them  as 
they  deem  necessary. 

VOTED :  to  accept  the  report  of  Mr.  Bacon  for  the  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  at  the  Special  Town  Meeting  of  May  18, 
1958  regarding  the  need  of  a  Town  Office  Building. 

REJECTED :  Article  17  to  have  Moderator  appoint  a 
committee  to  be  known  as  the  Town  Office  Planning  Com¬ 
mittee. 
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VOTED :  to  authorize  the  Moderator  to  appoint  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  five  in  addition  to  the  ones  as  voted  on  at  Town 
Meeting  of  March  9,  1953  to  study  the  Town  By-Laws  and 
ordinances  and  revise  them  to  date. 

VOTED:  to  approve  and  adopt  the  following  by-law: 
with  the  amendment  as  voted :  “The  removal  for  sale  of  soil, 
loam,  sand  or  gravel  from  land  not  in  public  use  in  the 
whole,  is  prohibited  within  the  Town  of  Dighton,  unless  such 
removal  is  authorized  by  a  permit  issued  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  No  such  permit  shall  be  issued  until  after  an  ap¬ 
plication  therefor  is  filed  with  the  said  Board  of  Selectmen 
and  the  said  Selectmen  have  held  a  public  hearing  on  the 
application  after  publication  of  the  time,  date,  place  and 
reason  for  such  public  hearing,  has  been  advertised  in  a 
newspaper  published  in  Bristol  County  at  least  seven  days 
before  public  hearing.” 

VOTED:  to  authorize  the  Treasurer,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Selectmen,  to  sell  at  public  auction  or  private  sale,  the 
Mack  Fire  Truck  that  has  been  replaced  by  the  new  Fire 
Truck. 

VOTED:  to  accept  Section  43  of  Chapter  48,  General 
Laws  as  follows:  “The  chief  of  the  Fire  Department  shall 
act  as  forest  warden  in  all  such  towns,  and  shall  have  au¬ 
thority  to  appoint  deputy  wardens  and  fix  their  compensa¬ 
tion  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Selectmen.” 

VOTED:  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $700.00 
for  the  services  of  enumerators  and  the  tabulation  of  the 
population  for  the  State  Census  to  be  taken  on  January  1, 
1955. 

VOTED:  permission  be  granted  for  the  reading  of  a 
statement  concerning  Article  24. 

VOTED:  Article  24  be  tabled  until  the  adjourned  town 
meeting  by  which  time  a  committee  of  5,  appointed  by  the 
Moderator  would  investigate  the  matter  of  a  suitable  fence 
for  the  party  involved. 
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VOTED:  to  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $3,- 
078.00  from  Excess  and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  a 
Police  Cruiser  Account,  for  the  purchase  of  a  Cruiser  Car, 
two-way  mobile  radio,  and  a  combination  siren  with  blue 
light  for  the  Police  Department,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  and  the  Chief  of  the  Police  Department. 

V OTED :  to  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,- 
947.00  from  the  Excess  and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue) 
to  a  Radio  Equipment  Account,  for  the  purchase  of  radio 
equipment  for  two  fire  trucks  and  one  master  set  for  operat¬ 
ing  same  at  Fire  Station,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  and  the  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department. 

VOTED:  to  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $1,000 
from  Excess  and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  a  Fire 
Truck  Equipment  account  to  equip  the  new  Fire  Truck  with 
hose  and  other  necessary  items. 

VOTED :  to  transfer  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $2,000 
from  Excess  and  Deficiency  (Surplus  Revenue)  to  a  Town 
Dump  Account  in  order  to  fence  in  the  Town  dumps  and  pro¬ 
vide  a  caretaker  or  caretakers  for  the  care  of  same. 

VOTED:  to  pay  the  North  Dighton  Water  District  the 
sum  of  $710.24  for  hydrant  rental  and  water  use  for  fire  pro¬ 
tection. 

VOTED:  to  accept  the  report  as  read  of  the  committee 
appointed  under  Article  26  of  the  town  meeting  of  March  9, 
1953  pertaining  to  the  different  roads  that  need  to  be  re¬ 
paired. 

VOTED :  to  record  in  the  minutes  of  this  meeting  grate¬ 
ful  acknowledgment  to  Frank  O’Connell  for  a  job  well  done. 

VOTED:  the  Moderator  be  authorized  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  five  men  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  plan¬ 
ning  board  and  that  its  make-up  be  reported  at  the  ad¬ 
journed  town  meeting. 
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VOTED :  to  give  a  rising  vote  of  thanks  to  Chief  Menges 
for  his  services  to  this  community. 

The  Moderator  appointed  the  Finance  Committee  as 
follows:  Charles  W.  Harris,  G.  Russell  Horton,  Elliott  D. 
Cole,  Louis  Constantine,  Jr.,  Hamilton  H.  Sweet,  William 
Marsden,  Jr.,  William  Hathaway. 

VOTED:  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  May  3,  1954.  Ad¬ 
journed  10:40  P.  M. 

The  adjourned  Town  Meeting  from  March  8,  1954  was 
held  on  May  3,  1954  in  the  Town  Hall  and  was  called  to  or¬ 
der  by  Wayne  M.  Philbrook,  Moderator  at  7 :30  P.  M. 

VOTED:  to  reconsider  Article  6  to  take  up  the  follow¬ 
ing  changes : 

VOTED :  the  increase  in  salary  as  previously  voted  on 
under  General  Government  be  made  retroactive  to  Jan.  1, 
1954. 

VOTED:  an  amendment  be  made  to  the  Civil  Defense 
appropriation  and  to  raise  and  appropriate  an  additional 
sum  of  $300  for  Civil  Defense,  to  be  used  for  heater  for  Girl 
Scout  House. 

VOTED:  to  amend  the  Board  of  Health  appropriation 
and  to  raise  and  appropriate  an  additional  sum  of  $1200  for 
the  Board  of  Health,  to  be  used  for  enclosure  of  the  No. 
Dighton  playground. 

VOTED:  Article  10  to  be  reconsidered. 

VOTED:  to  amend  Article  10  to  include  this  phrase, 
“Chapter  901  for  Submarine  Cable”.  The  amended  vote  to 
read  as  follows:  “Voted  to  authorize  the  transfer  of  unap¬ 
propriated  available  funds  in  the  treasury  to  Highway  Rev¬ 
enue  in  anticipation  of  reimbursement  from  the  State  and 
the  County  for  Chapter  81  and  90  Highway  Maintenance 
and  Chapter  90  Submarine  Cable.” 
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VOTED :  action  previously  taken  under  Article  29  be 
reconsidered. 

VOTED:  to  amend  Article  29  by  adding  the  phrases 
“to  raise  and  appropriate”  and  to  change  the  name  of  the 
district  to  “North  Dighton  Fire  District.”  Also  to  add  “and 
road  construction.”  The  amended  vote  to  read  as  follows: 
“Voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $710.24  to  pay 
the  North  Dighton  Fire  District  for  hydrant  rental  and  water 
used  for  fire  protection  and  road  construction.” 

VOTED:  to  suggest  former  South  School  yard  be  play¬ 
ground. 

VOTED:  to  accept  the  report  of  Mr.  Leland  Bullard  as 
follows:  The  committee  recommended  that  no  wood  or  metal 
fence  of  any  kind  be  erected  between  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Evelyn  Staples  and  the  Elementary  School.  At  present  there 
is  a  Hawthorne  fence  and  it  was  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  to  continue  this  fence  around  the  property  for  a 
distance  of  180  feet. 

VOTED:  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  $400  to 
continue  the  Hawthorne  fence  for  a  distance  of  180  feet  and 
to  erect  3  boundary  markers  between  Mrs.  Evelyn  Staples’s 
property  and  the  Elementary  School. 

VOTED :  that  the  report  of  the  Planning  Committee  be 
accepted  as  a  report  of  progress. 

VOTED:  the  present  committee  be  increased  from  5  to 
9  members  to  include  others  from  the  different  sections  of 
the  Town. 

VOTED:  to  adjourn  meeting  at  9:05  P.  M. 

The  following  appointments  were  made  by  the  Select¬ 
men  for  the  year,  each  being  duly  sworn  to  faithful  perform¬ 
ance  of  duties  thereof : 

Reserve  Police  Officers:  Arthur  Alves,  Anthony  An¬ 
drews,  William  Ashcroft,  Ernest  Atwood,  Willis  Barlow, 
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Maurice  Boucher,  Esther  Bowden,  Charles  A.  Briggs,  Fran¬ 
cis  W.  Buckley,  Frank  Cambra,  Louis  Carr,  Levite  Carrier, 
Robert  C.  Chadwick,  Arthur  Contildes,  Cassius  Cummings, 
William  Duarte,  Antone  P.  Dupont,  Joseph  Dupont,  William 
E.  Fleming,  Manuel  Francis,  Tobias  Freitas,  George  Goulart, 
Charles  Gracia,  Frank  Gracia,  George  Gracia,  Louis  Gracia, 
John  Gray,  Edward  Hamilton,  Walter  Hamilton,  Ernest 
Horton,  Raymond  Horton,  John  R.  Ingham,  J.  W.  LeRoy 
Latimer,  Charles  Mason,  John  A.  Medeiros,  Joseph  T.  Me¬ 
deiros,  Thomas  Nelson,  William  H.  Paul,  George  A.  Perry, 
Joseph  R.  Perry,  Samuel  Pine,  Walter  Plonka,  Albert  Reed, 
John  Rogers,  Earl  W.  Rose,  George  Rubadou,  Benjamin  C. 
Sherman,  Harold  Sherrington,  Frank  Souza,  Jr.,  Arthur  F. 
Sprague,  Karl  Spratt,  Jr.,  Edgar  Standring,  John  R.  Stanley, 
Anthony  N.  Sylvia,  Edward  Torres,  Frank  Virdinlia,  Louis 
White,  Harry  F.  Willis,  Isaac  Wilson,  Ervin  Barney,  Mal¬ 
colm  C.  Martin. 

Special  Police  Officers  (Arnold  Hoffman  Co.)  :  Milton 
Chace,  Burton  Simmons,  David  Rebello. 

Public  Weighers  (Arnold  Hoffman  Co.)  :  Dalton  T. 
Maynard,  Wendell  Carey,  Arthur  O.  Gove. 

Public  Weighers  (Dighton  Industries)  :  Frank  Miguel, 
Antone  Raposa,  John  Soares. 

Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures:  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Inspector  of  Milk:  Henry  G.  Crapo. 

Inspector  of  Animals:  Lester  Briggs. 

Superintendent  of  Streets:  Henry  P.  Goff. 

Gypsy  Moth  Superintendent:  George  W.  Rose. 

Inspector  of  Slaughtering :  Arthur  F.  Sprague. 

Constable  of  Somerset  Water  Works:  Henry  Reckord. 

Auctioneer:  John  W.  Synan. 

Harbor  Master:  Arnold  B.  Shaw. 
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Measurer  of  Wood :  Raymond  Horton. 

Field  Driver  and  Pound  Keeper:  Raymond  Horton. 

Fence  Viewers:  Harold  Mendoza,  Raymond  Horton, 
Willis  Barlow. 

Agent  of  Board  of  Health:  Percy  B.  Simmon,  Wilbur  S. 
Menges. 

Chief  of  Fire  Dept. :  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Chief  of  Police  Dept.:  Wilbur  S.  Menges,  Charles  A. 
Carlstrom. 

Veterans4  Agent:  Theodore  Boucher. 

Registrar  of  Voters:  Francis  M.  Buckley. 

Constables:  Wilbur  Menges,  Arthur  F.  Sprague,  Ray¬ 
mond  Horton,  Percy  B.  Simmons. 

Clerk  to  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Health:  Marie  A.  Me¬ 
deiros,  Isabel  G.  Burgmann. 

Town  Nurse :  Esther  Bowden. 

Forest  Warden:  Donald  B.  Hathaway. 

Special  Police  (Dighton  Industries)  :  Harry  McCon- 
ville,  Leon  Talbot,  Lester  Hayes,  George  Nickerson. 

Special  Police  and  Dog  Officer:  Frank  Torres. 

Police  Lieutenant  at  Dog  Track:  Charles  Mason. 

Election  Officers:  Precinct  A. — Anna  Simmons,  Cather¬ 
ine  Sherman,  Dorothy  Donnelly,  Selma  Wall,  Leland  Pierce, 
Elaine  O’Connell,  Ervin  E.  Barney,  Evelyn  M.  DeSilva, 
Frank  Boothby.  Precinct  B. — Elaine  Varley,  Caroline  Tripp, 
Helen  Atwood,  Mary  M.  Perry,  Yvette  Alves,  Mary  S.  Perry, 
Caroline  Clemmey,  Lillian  Deslauriers,  James  Bacon,  Jr. 
Precinct  C. — Hazel  Reed,  Florence  I.  Perry,  Bernice  Dar¬ 
ling,  George  W.  Rose,  Florence  Sprague,  Irene  S.  Goulart, 
Agnes  Murray,  Mary  Allie.  Appointed  Nov.  1 :  Precinct  A 
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— Idola  M.  Boucher.  Precinct  B. — Ruth  Leeming,  Sarah 
Pilling. 

The  regular  State  Primaries  were  held  on  September 
14,  1954  in  the  three  precincts. 

The  Special  Town  Elections  were  held  on  October  20, 
1954  with  the  following  results: 

Selectman  to  fulfill  unexpired  term  of  Joseph  R.  Silvia, 


resigned : 

Clayton  H.  Atwood  684 

Gordon  E.  Spinney  443 

Blanks  17 

Board  of  Public  Welfare  to  fulfill  the  unexpired  term 
of  Joseph  R.  Silvia,  resigned : 

Clayton  H.  Atwood  685 

Gordon  E.  Spinney  449 

Blanks  10 


On  November  2,  1954  State  Election  was  held  in  all 
three  precincts.  Upon  completion  of  counting  and  tabulat¬ 
ing  the  returns  made  by  Election  Officers  of  the  three  pre¬ 
cincts,  the  following  was  declared  as  results: 


PRECINCTS 


Governor : 

A 

B 

C 

Total 

Christian  A.  Herter 

317 

278 

249 

844 

Robert  F.  Murphy 

173 

76 

171 

420 

Lawrence  Gilfedder 

1 

2 

0 

3 

Guy  S.  Williams 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Blanks 

3 

4 

2 

9 

Lieutenant  Governor: 

Sumner  G.  Whittier 

305 

270 

241 

816 

James  A.  Burke 

182 

82 

174 

438 

Donald  E.  Babcock 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Francis  A.  Votano 

0 

5 

0 

5 

Blanks 

6 

3 

7 

16 
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Secretary : 


Edward  J.  Cronin 

219 

107 

206 

532 

Michael  J.  McCarthy 

261 

233 

207 

701 

Fred  M.  Ingersoll 

1 

2 

1 

4 

William  D.  Rose 

1 

6 

1 

8 

Blanks 

12 

12 

7 

31 

Treasurer : 

John  F.  Kennedy 

220 

114 

218 

552 

Augustus  G.  Means 

256 

237 

191 

684 

Henning  A.  Blomen 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Isaac  Goddard 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Blanks 

17 

8 

13 

38 

Auditor: 

Thomas  J.  Buckley 

243 

118 

226 

587 

William  P.  Constantino 

234 

226 

186 

646 

John  B.  Lauder 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Anthony  Martin 

0 

1 

1 

2 

Blanks 

17 

12 

9 

38 

Attorney  General : 

George  Fingold 

295 

270 

246 

811 

John  F.  Collins 

187 

76 

164 

427 

Howard  B.  Rand 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malcolm  T.  Rowe 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Blanks 

11 

11 

11 

33 

Senator  in  Congress : 

Leverett  Saltonstall 

310 

267 

234 

811 

Foster  Furcolo 

179 

85 

182 

446 

Thelma  Ingersoll 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Harold  J.  Ireland 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Blanks 

4 

7 

6 

17 

Congressman  14th  District: 

Joseph  William  Martin,  Jr. 

352 

287 

275 

914 

Edward  F.  Doolan 

134 

65 

139 

338 

Blanks 

8 

8 

8 

24 
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Councillor  First  District: 


Harold  R.  Allen 

293 

265 

216 

774 

Joseph  P.  Dupont 

186 

87 

200 

473 

Blanks 

15 

8 

6 

29 

Senator  First  Bristol  District : 

John  F.  Parker 

352 

272 

263 

887 

Thomas  J.  O’Neill,  Jr. 

138 

82 

154 

374 

Blanks 

4 

6 

5 

15 

Representative  in  General  Court  5th  Bristol  District: 

Stephen  L.  French 

304 

265 

237 

806 

Joseph  B.  Travers 

172 

82 

172 

426 

Blanks 

18 

13 

13 

44 

District  Attorney  Southern  District 

*  • 

Maurice  M.  Lyons 

411 

278 

344 

1033 

Terrance  Lomax 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Blanks 

83 

82 

77 

242 

Register  of  Probate  and  Insolvency  Bristol  County : 

James  B.  Kelley,  Jr. 

353 

215 

303 

871 

Blanks 

141 

145 

119 

405 

County  Commissioner  Bristol  County : 

Arthur  R.  Machado 

217 

120 

245 

582 

Harold  E.  Kerwin 

258 

225 

166 

649 

Blanks 

19 

15 

11 

45 

County  Treasurer  Bristol  County : 

Ernest  W.  Kilroy 

225 

129 

227 

581 

William  Davis 

247 

213 

183 

643 

Blanks 

22 

18 

12 

52 

Clerk  of  Courts  Bristol  County : 

William  P.  Grant 

219 

119 

228 

566 

James  P.  McCrohan 

255 

219 

178 

652 

Blanks 

20 

22 

16 

58 

Question  1A  (Sale  of  All  Alcoholic  Beverages)  : 

Yes 

349 

221 

293 

863 
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No 

101 

112 

89 

302 

Blanks 

44 

27 

40 

111 

Question  IB  (Sale  of  Wines  and  Malt  Beverages) 

• 

• 

Yes 

345 

226 

296 

867 

No 

91 

99 

72 

262 

Blanks 

58 

35 

54 

147 

Question  1C  (Sale  of  All  Alcoholic  Beverages  in  Packages)  : 

Yes 

361 

235 

298 

894 

No 

83 

90 

66 

293 

Blanks 

50 

35 

58 

143 

Question  2 A  (Pari-mutuel  Betting 

on  Horse  Racing)  : 

Yes 

306 

197 

263 

766 

No 

139 

135 

114 

388 

Blanks 

49 

28 

45 

122 

Question  2B  (Pari-mutuel  Betting  on  Dog  Racing)  : 

Yes 

306 

195 

270 

771 

No 

140 

135 

102* 

377 

Blanks 

48 

30 

50 

128 

A  Special  Town  Meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on 
Wednesday,  December  29,  1954,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
Wayne  Philbrook,  the  Moderator,  at  7 :30  P.  M. 

VOTED:  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the  warrant. 

VOTED:  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Planning  Board 
Committee  and  enter  it  upon  the  records. 

The  report  was  given  by  Hamilton  Sweet,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee.  The  other  members  of  the  committee,  as 
appointed  by  the  moderator  are :  Lester  Briggs,  Ernest  At¬ 
wood,  Stafford  Hambly,  Elliott  Hathaway,  Gerald  Buckley, 
Wilfred  Hathaway,  Helen  Frolich,  and  George  Miguel.  The 
members  of  a  planning  board  are  elected,  not  appointed, 
and  can  be  elected  only  at  the  annual  town  meeting,  not  at 
a  special  meeting.  The  only  members  placed  on  the  commit¬ 
tee  at  a  special  meeting  are  three  members  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  acting  in  a  temporary  capacity  until  the  annual 
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meeting.  The  function  of  the  Planning  Board  is  to  control 
the  subdivision  of  the  town  in  regard  to  planning  roads,  ex¬ 
tensions  of  water  and  light  districts,  sewerage  disposal,  etc. 
The  Planning  Board  has  nothing  to  do  with  building  codes 
and  zoning  laws. 

Article  I,  it  was  voted  to  accept  the  report  of  the  Plan¬ 
ning  Board  Committee. 

Article  II,  VOTED  :  That  the  Town  establish  a  Planning 
Board  of  five  members  as  provided  under  Section  81-A, 
Chapter  41,  General  Laws,  with  all  the  powers  and  duties 
therein,  and  that  the  Board  of  Selectmen  serve  as  members 
of  the  Planning  Board  so  established  until  the  next  annual 
Town  election  and,  that  the  Town  elect  at  said  election  and 
thereafter,  five  members,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  statute. 

Article  III,  VOTED:  That  the  Town  authorize  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  to  sell  to  the  highest  bidder  the  second 
hand  organ  returned  to  the  Town  by  the  School  Committee. 

Article  IV,  VOTED:  That  the  Town  appropriate  from 
the  Board  of  Health  Account,  $453.76  to  pay  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  an  auxiliary  portable  pump. 

Article  V,  VOTED:  That  the  Town  appropriate  from 
the  General  Government  Account,  $526.50  to  pay  for  the 
purchase  of  a  calculating  machine  for  use  in  the  Assessor 
office. 

Article  VI,  VOTED:  That  the  Town  appropriate,  from 
the  General  Government  Account,  $445.98  to  defray  legal 
expenses  as  incurred  by  the  Town  through  a  litigation. 

Article  VII,  VOTED:  That  the  Town  appropriate  and 
transfer  $400.00  from  the  Road  Machinery  Fund  to  the 
Road  Machinery  Account  to  pay  for  the  purchase  of  a  sand¬ 
ing  machine  and  defray  maintenance  expenses  in  the  high¬ 
way  department. 
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Report  of  the  Finance  Committee  was  given  by  Charles 
Harris : 

VOTED  :  To  accept  Finance  Committee  report  as  given. 

Article  VIII,  VOTED:  To  transfer  $400  from  Disability 
Assistance  Account  to  General  Relief  Administration  Ac¬ 
count. 

To  transfer  $4,526.31  from  T.  B.  Hospital  Account  to 
Old  Age  Assistance  Account. 

To  transfer  $700.00  from  Aid  to  Dependent  Children 
Account  to  Old  Age  Assistance  Account. 

To  transfer  $600.00  from  Police  Cruiser  Account  to 
Veterans’  Benefits  Account. 

To  transfer  $1,000.00  from  Board  of  Health  Account  to 
General  Government  Account. 

To  transfer  $1,100.00  from  Street  Department  Account 
to  Welfare  Department  Account. 

To  transfer  $400.00  from  Sidewalk  Account  to  Welfare 
Department  Account. 

To  transfer  $260.00  from  Veterans’  Hall  Repair  Ac¬ 
count  to  Veterans’  Hall  Maintenance  Account. 

Article  IX,  VOTED  :  That  the  Town  hereby  instruct  the 
moderator  to  appoint  a  committee  of  nine  (9)  townspeople 
to  study  and  make  recommendation  for  the  expansion  of  the 
Dighton  School  System  to  relieve  crowded  conditions  in  the 
•High  and  Elementary  Schools,  and  that  said  committee  shall 
report  back  at  the  next  annual  Town  Meeting. 

Clayton  Atwood  asked  for  a  discussion  on  the  accept¬ 
ability  of  the  idea  of  using  the  South  School  grounds  as  a 
storage  place  for  Town  highway  trucks  and  equipment.  No 
action  taken. 


VOTED :  To  adjourn  at  9  :30  P.  M. 
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The  following  licenses  were  issued  during  1954: 

All  Alcoholic  Club  License: 

Bristol  County  Assoc.,  Inc. 

All  Alcoholic  Restaurant  Licenses : 

Thomas  F.  DiNucci,  James  H.  and  William  E.  McCar¬ 
thy. 

All  Alcoholic  Package  Store  Licenses: 

Joseph  Brazil,  Jr.,  Mendoza  Package  Store. 

Automobile  Dealers’  Licenses: 

Dighton  Rock  Motors,  Paul  B.  Lassen,  Simmons  Auto 
Sales. 

Cabin  Licenses : 

D.  M.  Angell,  Fall  River  Girl  Scouts. 

Common  Victuallers’  Licenses: 

Theodore  B.  Ladd,  Bristol  County  Associates,  Vendway, 
Inc.,  Thomas  F.  DiNucci,  James  H.  and  William  E. 
McCarthy,  Felix  O.  LaMarche. 

Denatured  Alcohol  Licenses: 

Lassen  Chevrolet,  Francis  Bros.  Garage,  G.  H.  Phillips 
&  Son,  Ben’s  Service  Station,  Samuel  Pine. 

Entertainment  Licenses : 

Austin  Sullivan. 

Firearms : 

William  Raposa,  Arthur  Compos. 

Garbage  Collections: 

Antone  Medeiros. 

Gasoline : 

Frank  Rose,  Henry  Magan. 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturers: 

Theodore  B.  Ladd, 
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Junk  Collectors: 

Paul  F.  Splaine,  Samuel  Bieler. 

Lord’s  Day : 

Samuel  Pine,  Theodore  B.  Ladd,  Clayton  Atwood,  John 
Silva,  Albert  Enos,  William  Benevides,  Peter  Kossoi, 
Richard  Parchesco  &  Clinton  Rose,  James  &  William 
McCarthy,  Thomas  DiNucci,  Samuel  Williams,  Taun¬ 
ton  Yacht  Club,  Alice  Medeiros. 

Milk  Licenses  (Stores)  : 

Bristol  County  Associates,  Inc.,  Silva’s  Market,  Sim¬ 
mons  Diner,  Frederick  Gracia,  Dighton  Red  &  White, 
Benevides  Market,  Peter  Kossoi. 

Milk  Licenses  (Dealers)  : 

H.  P.  Hood,  O’Connell’s  Dairy,  Roman’s  Dairy,  Cabral’s 
Dairy,  Edward  Silvia,  Reise’s  Dairy,  Townley’s  Dairy, 
Joseph  Barros. 

Oleomargarine  Licenses: 

Reise’s  Dairy,  Inc.,  Peter  Kossoi,  Atwood  Store,  Digh¬ 
ton  Red  &  White,  Benevides  Market,  H.  P.  Hood. 

Sausage  Manufacturers  License : 

Manuel  Borges. 

Wine  and  Malt  Beverages: 

Bristol  County  Associates,  Alfred  Francis  (2),  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars,  Edward  Goulart  (2),  St.  Peter’s 
Clambake  Committee. 

A  dog  racing  meeting  license  was  issued  to  the  Taunton 

Greyhound  Assoc.,  Inc.,  beginning  September  3,  1954  and 

ending  October  30,  1954  from  7 :00  P.  M.  to  12 :00  midnight. 

Attest : 

PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 

Town  Clerk, 
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BIRTHS  RECORDED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


Date  Name 

JANUARY 

4  Gary  Thaddeus  Rose 

7  Marcia  Buckley 

8  Gary  John  Hartley 

26  Harold  Earl  Woodward 
26  Steven  Corey 

30  John  Warren  Reynolds 

FERRUARY 

20  Michele  Susann  Willette 

21  'Margaret  Ellen  Rose 

25  Michael  Joseph  Vincent 
2'8  James  Albert  Ribeiro 

MARCH 

2  Roland  Louis  Clement 

25  Wendy  Martha  Pratt 

26  James  Allen  Miller 

28  Thomas  William  Geggatt 

APRIL 

1  Kenneth  James  Fisher 
14  John  Patrick  O’Connell 

19  David  Robert  Briggs 

20  Ronald  Vincent  Fernandes 

3  Roger  Paul  Levesque 

MAY 

11  Maria  Christine  Parchesco 
13  Kathleen  Karen  Simmons 
16  Peter  Jay  Constantine 

18  Thomas  Francis  Doherty 

19  Gary  Lee  Jestus 

20  Timothy  Todd  Costa 
24  Anne  Booth 

31  Jan  Keving  Angus 

JUNE 

1  Patricia  Joanne  Young 
8  Pamela  Jane  Nesmith 

13  Holly  Jean  Latimer 

14  Donna  Lynne  Evangelho 
14  Ernest  Michael  Helides 


Parents 

Francis  H.  and  Helen  Rose 
Gerald  J.  and  Mary  E.  Buckley 
Harold  C.  and  Inez  Hartley 
Marshall  M.  and  Mary  C.  Woodward 
Alfred  and  Alice  C.  Corey 
Ralph  E.  and  Terese  A.  Reynolds 

William  P.  and  Nancy  K.  Willette 
Donald  E.  and  Rosa  M.  Rose 
Joseph  and  Catherine  E.  Vincent 
James  A.  and  Edna  M.  Ribeiro 

Roland  L.  and  Ethel  E.  Clement 
Robert  T.  and  Lois  R.  Pratt 
Walter  and  Dorothy  Miller 
Roy  M.  and  Mildred  A.  Geggatt 

Joseph  R.  and  Anna  R.  Fisher 
William  C.  and  Helen  M.  O’Connell 
Robert  W.  and  Mary  N.  Briggs 
John  and  Celeste  V.  Fernandes 
John  B.  and  Lillian  D.  Levesque 

Richard  A.  and  Marion  S.  Parchesco 
Ralph  F.  and  Margaret  M.  Simmons 
Alvan  and  Rosemary  0.  Constantine 
Thomas  Francis  &  Dorothy  K.  Doherty 
Howard  D.  and  Claire  Jestus 
Raymond  E.  and  Ruth  A.  Costa 
Mahlon  S.  and  Carolyn  M.  Booth 
Melvin  Lloyd  and  Marilyn  Angus 

Edward  W.  and  Amy  R.  Young 
Donald  C.  and  Frances  Nesmith 
H.  F.  LeRoy  and  Betsy  Latimer 
John  M.  and  Elsie  Evangelho 
Ernest  M.  and  Evelyn  P.  Helides 
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15  Gregg  Joseph  Waller 
27  Joanne  Lee  Costa 

JULY 

8  Wesley  Alden  Smith 
10  Rosemary  Clifford 
21  Christine  Marie  Rose 

24  Bruce  Paul  Farley 

25  Barry  Alien  Pierce 

AUGUST 

1  Elizabeth  Alice  Brown 
1  Lisa  Cartwright  Usher 
1  Marcy  Metcalf  Warren 

13  Eleanor  Ann  Goff 

14  Donald  Allyn  Mello 
21  Anita  Ferreira 

24  Karen  Gail  Eliason 
24  Jonathan  Warren  Davoll 
24  Jane  Elizabeth  Davoll 

SEPTEMBER 

3  Peter  Allen  Heywood 
5  Milgerito  Rodrigues 
8  Carol  Marie  Conaty 

10  Marjorie  Joan  Simmons 
21  Edward  Kelley  Greenlaw 
29  Julia  Elizabeth  James 

OCTOBER 

7  George  L.  Gray 

8  Karen  Marie  Sylvia 

11  Mark  William  Drummond 
14  Anne  Rhoda  Hathaway 

24  Marsha  Elizabeth  Hamilton 
27  Theodore  Peter  Boucher 

NOVEMBER 

5  Donna  Marie  Ferreira 
10’  Lawrence  John  Dutra 
20  Kyle  Marie  Grace 

DECEMBER 

8  Gary  Joseph  Silvia 

16  Peter  Kevin  Torres 

23  Thomas  Michael  Katon 

24  Diana  Lynn  Wilbur 


Joseph  E.  and  Bernice  B.  Waller 
Robert  and  Eva  M.  Costa 

Richard  A.  and  Nancy  P.  Smith 
Thomas  T.  and  Margaret  M.  Clifford 
Anthony  and  Margaret  L.  Rose 
George  H.  and  Genevieve  Farley 
Edward  A.  and  Thelma  C.  Pierce 

Roy  O.  and  Eleanor  D.  Brown 
John  F.,  Jr.  and  M'argaret  S.  Usher 
George  B.  and  Harriet  T.  Warren 
Donald  B.  and  Mary  Jane  R.  Goff 
Manuel  A.  and  Eleanor  H.  Mello 
Francis  M.  and  Isabelle  F.  Ferreira 
Clarence  and  Clara  B.  Eliason 
Warren  G.  and  Barbara  E.  Davoll 
Warren  G.  and  Barbara  E.  Davoll 

James  V.  and  Priscilla  F.  Heywood 
Alfredo  and  Gloria  Rodrigues 
Henry  J.  and  Lorraine  F.  Conaty 
Carlton  A.  and  Marion  L.  Simmon's 
Henry  D.  and  Margaret  M.  Greenlaw 
Gordon  E.  and  Sally  L.  James 

George  L.  and  Rose  P.  Gray 
Francis  and  Barbara  A.  Sylvia 
William  R.  and  Mary  R.  Drummond 
Joseph  C.  and  Della  W.  Hathaway 
Walter  E.  and  Alberta  C.  Hamilton 
Theodore  and  Rosabelle  Boucher 

Joseph  H.  and  Loretta  D.  Ferreira 
Robert  Edward  and  Selvina  L.  Dutra 
Edward  E.  and  Arlene  M.  Grace 

Edward  Joseph  and  Loretta  Silvia 
Francis  James  and  Dorothy  T.  Torres 
Antone  Richard  and  Mary  T.  Katon 
William  Otis  and  Emily  W.  Wilbur 
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MARRIAGES  RECORDED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


JANUARY 

2  Richard  T.  Dreghorn  of  Dighton  and  Caryl  Lee  Da¬ 
vies  of  Taunton  by  Elliott  O.  Foster,  Minister. 

2  Charles  Dwight  Summers  of  New  Freedom,  Pa.  and 
Deborah  Sweet  of  Dighton  by  James  Holland  Beal, 
Priest. 

16  Theodore  Wilson  Rogers  of  Dighton  and  Margaret 
Ann  Bartmess  of  Rehoboth  by  James  E.  Reilly,  Priest. 

30  Anthony  Rose  of  Dighton  and  Margaret  Lewis  of 
Taunton  by  Edward  O.  Oliveira,  Priest. 

FEBRUARY 

6  James  Martin  Davis  of  Santa  Ana,  Calif,  and  Janina 
Swakon  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

27  Edmond  G.  Menard  of  Dighton  and  Eloise  J.  Perra 
of  Taunton  by  Daniel  A.  Gamache,  Priest. 

MARCH 

6  James  Clark  Williams  of  Dighton  and  Virginia  Mary 
Scully  of  Taunton  by  Francis  McKeon,  Priest. 

20  Ernest  C.  Stephenson,  Jr.  of  Bluefield,  Va.  and  Joyce 
Horton  of  Dighton  by  Ralph  F.  Seaver,  Jr.,  Clergy¬ 
man. 


APRIL 

2  Charles  H.  Mason,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Marilyn  J.  Fos¬ 
ter  of  Dighton  by  Joseph  Gamson,  Clergyman. 

24  Charles  M.  Shaw  of  Bangor,  Maine  and  Ann  F.  Rog¬ 
ers  of  Dighton  by  Edwin  J.  Loew,  Priest. 

MAY 

1  Leonard  E.  Hull  of  Taunton  and  Margaret  L.  Costa 
of  Dighton  by  Joseph  Gamson,  Clergyman. 

Edward  Knapinski  of  Taunton  and  Alice  Tavers  of 
Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  Priest. 
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10  Robert  W.  Reid  of  Taunton  and  Lyla  A.  Swanson  of 
Dighton  by  Robert  Lee  Dutton,  Minister. 

18  Stuart  E.  Cushman  of  Taunton  and  Carolyn  M.  Tur¬ 
ner  of  Dighton  by  Joseph  Gamson,  Clergyman. 

JUNE 

12  Paul  F.  Brown,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Margaret  A.  Ka- 
ton  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

26  Arthur  I.  Alves  of  Dighton  and  Angelina  Medeiros 
of  Fall  River  by  F.  C.  Bettencourt,  Priest. 

26  Richard  F.  Carvalho  of  Dighton  and  Rosemarie  Silva 
of  Taunton  by  E.  Sousa  deMello,  Priest. 

26  Allen  Crandel  Black  of  Canton,  Mass,  and  Ann 
Greenhalgh  of  Dighton  by  Frank  R.  Lewis,  Justice  of 
the  Peace. 

JULY 

3  Edward  B.  Flynn,  Jr.  of  Fitchburg,  Mass,  and  Helen 
L.  Turner  of  Dighton  by  William  H.  Dolan,  Priest. 

3  Charles  A.  E.  Sears,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Isabel  J.  Pot¬ 
ter  of  Dighton  by  Carl  M.  Helgerson,  Clergyman. 

3  William  J.  Keating  of  West  Burlington,  Mass,  and 
Mary  Amarello  of  Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy, 
Priest. 

17  Marlin  R.  Lubold  of  Klingerstown,  Pa.  and  Doris  Car¬ 
penter  of  Dighton  by  James  K.  Allen,  Minister. 

24  Robert  Edson  Sargent  of  Dighton  and  Marjorie 
Moody  of  Rehoboth  by  James  K.  Allen,  Minister. 

30  Robert  J.  Smith  of  Dighton  and  Dorothy  Lee  Oliver 
of  Birmingham,  Ala.  by  Henry  L.  Galipeau,  Justice 
of  the  Peace. 

AUGUST 

7  Joseph  Ormonde  of  Seekonk  and  Marjorie  E.  Rego  of 
Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  Priest. 

14  George  R.  Remington  of  Brockton  and  Martha  E.  Ar¬ 
onson  of  Dighton  by  Raymond  C.  Hopkins,  Clergy¬ 
man. 

28  Henry  J.  Keenan,  Jr.  of  Providence,  R.  I.  and  Mar- 
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garet  L.  Haggerty  of  Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCar¬ 
thy,  Priest. 

28  Norman  A.  Ross  of  Taunton  and  Rosemarie  A.  Me¬ 
nard  of  Dighton  by  Edwin  J.  Loew,  Priest. 

SEPTEMBER 

4  Robert  Galen  Marsden  of  Taunton  and  Wilma  Alice 
Brooks  of  Dighton  by  James  Holland  Beal,  Priest. 

4  Joseph  Rogers  of  Dighton  and  Margery  A.  Hoye  of 
Taunton  by  James  F.  Lyons,  Priest. 

4  Theodore  P.  Murphy  of  Dighton  and  Ruth  B.  Burt  of 
Dighton  by  Joseph  Gamson,  Clergyman. 

18  George  H.  Flanagan,  Jr.  of  No.  Attleboro  and  Caro¬ 
lyn  C.  Clemmey  of  Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy, 
Priest. 

25  Charles  Hubbard  Bacon  of  Dighton  and  Rose  Ann 
McLaughlin  of  Taunton  by  William  F.  Morris,  Priest. 

25  John  P.  Coelho,  Jr.  of  Taunton  and  Arline  Mary  Hol¬ 
man  of  Dighton  by  Maurice  Souza,  Priest. 

25  John  Gonsalves,  Jr.  of  Fall  River  and  Phyllis  N.  Costa 
of  Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  Priest. 

25  John  S.  Bragga,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Francine  L.  Ellis 
of  Leominster,  Mass,  by  Charles  Belanger,  Priest. 

OCTOBER 

9  Thomas  Caswell  Sherman  of  Dighton  and  Barbara 
Jeanne  Lincoln  of  Taunton  by  James  Dolan,  Priest. 

9  William  Pereira  of  Fall  River  and  Evelyn  Carpenter 
of  Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  Priest. 

12  Edward  R.  Paiva  of  Dighton  and  Madeline  M.  Braga 
of  Dighton  by  Percy  B.  Simmons,  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

NOVEMBER 

6  Roger  A.  Turner,  Jr.  of  Dighton  and  Thelma  M.  Reck 
of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.  by  Thomas  F.  Walsh,  Priest. 

13  Edward  M.  Ferreira  of  Dighton  and  Lorraine  S.  Bel¬ 
anger  of  Lakeville,  Mass,  by  William  H.  Dolan, 
Priest. 
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13  Everett  W.  Grassie,  Jr.  of  Rehoboth,  Mass,  and  Joyce 
L.  Costa  of  Dighton  by  Manuel  A.  Oliveira,  Minister. 

20  Joao  DaRosa  Tarinha  of  Dighton  and  Mary  (Ama¬ 
ral)  Medeiros  of  Taunton  by  E.  Sousa  de  Mello, 
Priest. 

20  Stephen  Costa  of  Dighton  and  Ann  Murphy  of  Som¬ 
erset  by  Edward  J.  Gorman,  Priest. 

27  Raymond  J.  Sousa  of  Dighton  and  Jeannette  Guille- 
mett  of  Taunton  by  Thomas  H.  Taylor,  Priest. 

27  Gabriel  J.  Moitozo  of  Seekonk  and  Lorraine  H.  Silvia 
of  Dighton  by  Francis  A.  McCarthy,  Priest. 

29  Aubrey  T.  Wilson  of  Dighton  and  Eugenia  E.  (Car¬ 
penter)  Carpenter  of  Dighton  by  Percy  B.  Simmons, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

DECEMBER 

18  Cassius  A.  Cummings  of  Dighton  and  Nancy  F.  Nolet 
of  Taunton  by  Francis  McKeon,  Priest. 

22  Richard  T.  Kelly  of  East  Providence,  R.  I.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  M.  (Boudreau)  Sonier  of  Riverside,  R.  I.  by 
Percy  B.  Simmons,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

27  Richard  B.  Barry  of  Dighton  and  Olive  Audrey  Kirk 
of  Dighton  by  J.  Linton  Dwyer,  Priest. 

31  John  H.  Morrill  of  Assonet  and  Ruth  G.  Hixon  of 
Dighton  by  S.  Howard  Davidson,  Minister. 
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DEATHS  RECORDED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1954 


Date 

Name 

Y. 

M. 

D. 

JANUARY 

4 

John  Foster  Kenyon 

85 

4 

23 

17 

Elsie  C.  Perry 

70 

7 

15 

FEBRUARY 

9 

Maria  Elizabeth  Kimmell 

85 

4 

23 

MARCH 

6 

Georgetta  Hunt 

90 

4 

10 

9 

David  Katon 

20 

4 

29 

APRIL 

6 

Howard  W.  Thomas 

78 

1 

5 

10 

Benjamin  Burt  Hathaway 

57 

4 

21 

11 

Evelyn  Watt  Somerville 

62 

5 

13 

MAY 

4 

4 

Rosabelle  Menard 

47 

16 

Norman  E.  LaFrance 

24 

10 

24 

20 

Henry  I.  Potter 

66 

2 

9 

30 

Joseph  M.  Frank 

78 

JUNE 

8 

Joao  Barboza 

74 

26 

Bertha  E.  Briggs 

74 

8 

3 

JULY 

23 

Lillian  Sherman 

83 

3 

17 

AUGUST 

5 

Ethel  H.  Childs 

58 

6 

4 

31 

Walter  Everett  Hamilton,  Sr. 

66 

2 

21 
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SEPTEMBER 

4  Franklin  F.  Lawry 

OCTOBER 

6  Antoinette  Silvia 

7  Harriet  W.  Walker 
21  Alice  Drew 

DECEMBER 

25  - Wilbur 


70  6  13 


71 

89  6  10 

87  5  21 


1 
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Name 

Barney,  Ervin  E. 

Belli,  Joseph 
Boulay,  Joseph  H. 
Brightman,  Alan  B. 
Brown,  Lloyd  W. 
Brown,  Marion 
DeMello,  Manuel  S. 
Doraz,  Anthony 
Doraz,  Irene  J. 
Fisher,  Alfred  R. 
Ford,  James 
Fitzmaurice,  Peter 
Gilbert,  Charles 
Gracia,  John 
Greenlaw,  Henry 
Harris,  Charles  W. 
Harrison,  Ella  F.  B. 
Horton,  Raymond 
Knox,  Jean  A. 

Ladd,  Theodore 
Lima,  John 
Mason,  Charles  H. 
McConville,  Harry  F. 
Pierce,  Susie  M. 
Pires,  John 
Rose,  Madelyn  L. 
Rose,  Thomas  F. 
Rubadou,  George 
Sherrington,  Anna  C. 
Souza,  Frank 
Virdinlia,  Frank 
Walker,  Roy  F. 


JURY  LIST  —  1954-1955 


Occupation 

Address 

Post  Office 

Retired 

Summer  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Retired 

23  Stoddard  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Clerk 

Pleasant  St.. 

Dighton 

Chemical  Worker 

Pleasant  St.. 

Dighton 

Milkman 

28  Park  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Housewife 

73  Elm  St. 

Dighton 

Farmer 

School  Lane 

Dighton 

Unemployed 

55  Forest  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Housewife 

45  Pearl  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Farmer 

Elm  St. 

Dighton 

Dye  Mach.  Operator 

90  Main  St. 

Dighton 

Stationary  Fireman 

41  School  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Painter 

35  School  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Chemical  Operator 

Muddy  Cove  Lane 

Dighton 

Purchasing  Agent 

Somerset  Ave. 

Segreganset 

County  Agricultural  Agt.  Somerset  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Housewife 

Somerset  Ave. 

Segreganset 

Farmer 

Wellington  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Housewife 

Hart  St. 

Dighton 

Ice  Cream  Mfgr. 

Wlnthrop  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Montaup  Elec.  Co. 

67  Brook  St. 

Dighton 

Maintenance 

Somerset  Ave. 

No.  Dighton 

Ass’t.  Engineer 

56  Andrews  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Houseke  ep  er-  Cook 

Winthrop  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Farmer 

Main  St. 

Dighton 

Cloth  Folder 

Cobb  St. 

Dighton 

Truck  Farmer 

167  Williams  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Barber 

Middle  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Housewift 

53  Chase  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Maintenance 

69  Winter  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Plumber  &  Steam  Fitter 

2>5  Forest  St. 

No.  Dighton 

Unemployed 

218  School  St. 

No.  Dighton 
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JURORS  DRAWN  DURING  1954 


January  6,  1954 — 

Alexander  Booth,  155  Lincoln  Ave. ;  guard. 

James  Bacon,  Smith  St.;  retired. 

Edwin  Broadbent,  228  Lincoln  Ave.;  textile  foreman. 

February  8,  1954 — 

Frank  G.  Dutra,  Somerset  Ave. ;  retired. 

March  3,  1954 — 

Arthur  Perry,  164  Smith  St.;  truck  driver. 

April  7,  1954 — 

James  C.  Silvia,  18  Main  St.;  truck  driver. 

May  12,  1954 — 

Lawrence  W.  Hixon,  Main  St. ;  tree  worker. 

Thomas  F.  Rose,  Pleasant  St. ;  unemployed. 

June  16,  1954— 

Mary  Rogers,  Main  St. ;  press  operator. 

August  18,  1954 — 

George  Rubadou,  Middle  St. ;  barber. 

October  6,  1954 — 

John  Lima,  67  Brook  St. ;  Montaup  Electric. 

Ervin  E.  Barney,  Summer  St. ;  retired. 


October  20,  1954 — 

Harry  F.  McConville,  56  Andrews  St. ;  Ass’t  Engineer. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF 
THE  BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS 


We  herewith  submit  to  the  citizens  of  Dighton  our  An¬ 
nual  Report  for  the  year  1954 : 


Appropriations 


Town  Appropriations 
Appropriations  from  Available 

$337,200.82 

Funds 

15,225.00 

State  Parks  &  Reservations 

661.34 

State  Audit  of  Municipal  Accounts  628.56 

Underestimates 

147.14 

County  Tax 

10,175.35 

Tuberculosis  Hospital 

4,526.31 

Overlay 

8,432.60 

Estimated  Receipts 

Income  Tax 

$41,520.09 

Corporation  Tax 

Old  Age  Tax  (Meals)  Chap. 

33,566.00 

64B  S10 

971.32 

Motor  Vehicle  &  Trailer  Excise 

24,769.00 

Licenses 

2,411.00 

Fines 

184.00 

Special  Assessments 

36.00 

Charities  (other  than  federal  grants 

to  A.  D.  C.) 

18,911.00 

Veterans’  Service 

Schools  (Funds  from  Income  Tax 

1,623.00 

not  to  be  included) 

39,787.00 

Libraries 

47.00 

Interest  (on  taxes) 

261.00 

$376,997.12 
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State  Assistance  for  School 

Construction  11,792.00 

Rent  Municipal  Building  1,050.00 

Overestimates  on  1953  County  Tax  1,361.59 
Overestimates  on  1953  Tuberculosis 

Hospital  216.07 

Taken  from  available  Funds  15,225.00 


Total  Appropriations  $376,997.12 

Total  Estimated  Receipts  198,438.07 

Total  Taxes  to  be  raised  - 

Value  of  Personal  Estate 
Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal  Estate 
Value  of  Real  Estate 
Assessed  Taxes  on  Real  Estate 
Number  of  Polls 
Assessed  Taxes  on  Polls 
Total  Valuation 

Number  Assessed  (other  than  Polls) 

Tax  Rate  $41.00  per  M. 


Value  of  Personal  Estate 


Stock  in  Trade 
Machinery 
Live  Stock 
All  Other 


$  28,300.00 
51,300.00 
48,366.00 
366,625.00 


Value  of  Real  Estate 

$  621,985.00 
3,187,327.00 


$198,438.07 


$178,559.05 

494,591.00 

20,278.66 

3,809,312.00 

156,182.39 

1,049 

2,098.00 

4,303,903.00 

941 


$494,591.00 


Land  Only 
Buildings  Only 


$3,809,312.00 
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Taxes  for  State,  County  and  Town  Purposes,  Including 

Overlay 


On  Personal  Estate 
On  Real  Estate 
On  Polls 


$  20,278.66 
156,182.39 
2,098.00 


$178,559.05 


Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise 
Total  Taxes  Assessed  on  Excise 


$629,250.00 

27,204.94 


Number  of  Live  Stock 


Horses  28 

Cows  182 

Yearling  Steers  13 

Heifers  68 

Swine  13 

Sheep  38 

Fowl  13,705 

All  Other  17 

Acres  of  Land  Assessed  12,667 

Dwelling  Houses  800 


North  Dighton  Fire  District 

Appropriation  $9,126.12 

Overlay  244.34 

-  $9,370.46 


Estimated  Receipts 

Value  of  Personal  Estate 

Taxes  Assessed  on  Personal  Estate 

Value  of  Real  Estate 

Taxes  Assessed  on  Real  Estate 

Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District 

Total  Assessed  Taxes 

Total  Number  Assessed 

Tax  Rate  $4.10  per  M. 


$  3,354.62 

89,828.00 
368.30 
1,377,332.00 
5,647.54 
1,467,160.00 
6,015.84 
230 
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Dighton  Electric  Light  District 

Appropriations  $3,617.50 

State  Audit  33.48 

Overlay  154.23 


Value  of  Personal  Estate 

Taxes  Assessed  on  Personal  Estate 

Value  of  Real  Estate 

Taxes  Assessed  on  Real  Estate 

Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District 

Total  Assessed  Taxes 

Total  Number  Assessed 

Tax  Rate  $2.35  per  M. 


Dighton  Water  District 

Total  Appropriations  $37,056.15 

State  Audit  125.57 

Overlay  782.81 

Estimated  Receipts 

Net  to  be  Raised 


Value  of  Personal  Estate 
Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal  Estate 
Value  of  Real  Estate 
Assessed  Taxes  on  Real  Estate 
Total  Assessed  Valuation  of  District 
Total  Assessed  Taxes  on  Personal  and  Real 
Estate 

Total  Number  Assessed 

Tax  Rate  $10.25  per  M. 


$3,805.21 

260,402.50 

612.04 

1,358,825.00 

3,193.17 

1,619,227.50 

3,805.21 

366 


$37,964.53 

20,494.35 


$17,470.18 

226,772.00 

2,324.97 

1,477,520.00 

15,145.21 

1,704,292.00 

17,470.18 

421 
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Exempted  Property 


Dighton  Schools 

$  379,400.00 

Bristol  County  Agricultural  School 

307,610.00 

Library 

19,000.00 

Fire  Department 

18,000.00 

Police  Department 

5,000.00 

Sealer  of  Weights 

50.00 

Highway  Department 

2,000.00 

Cemeteries 

1,050.00 

Charitable  Institutions 

70,310.38 

Dighton  Water  District 

281,250.00 

Somerset  Water  Department 

31,000.00 

Churches  and  Parsonages 

135,250.00 

$1,250,020.38 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HAROLD  MENDOZA, 
RAYMOND  HORTON, 

WILLIS  BARLOW, 

Board  of  Assessors. 


REPORT  OF  GYPSY  MOTH  SUPERINTENDENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Trees  have  been  sprayed  on  the  streets  of  the  Town  for 
Gypsy  Moth  as  ordered  by  the  Town  and  under  State  super¬ 
vision  at  the  cost  of  $470.00..  The  spraying  was  done  by  the 
Hixon  Tree  Co. 

Fifty  tests  were  made  on  elm  trees  suspected  of  Dutch 
Elm  Disease  in  1953  and  forty-seven  had  to  be  cut  down.  In 
1954,  samples  were  taken  on  another  fifty  trees  and  of  these 
forty-four  must  be  taken  down. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

GEORGE  W.  ROSE, 

Gypsy  Moth  Superintendent. 
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TAX  COLLECTOR'S  REPORT 


Motor  Excise  and  Trailer  Tax 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  $  3.38 

Added  Interest  .07 

-  $  3.45 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  3.45 

-  3.45 


1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  4,813.87 

Additional  Commitments  2,153.81 

Added  Interest  28.78 

-  6,996.46 


Credit 


Abatements  665.69 

Paid  Treasurer  6,297.83 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  32.94 

-  6,996.46 


27,204.94 
2.04 

-  27,206.98 

Credit 

Abatements  670.70 

Paid  Treasurer  22,464.23 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  4,072.05 

-  27,206.98 


1954  Commitments 
Added  Interest 


52 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Poll  Taxes 

1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 

1954  Commitment 


6.00 


2,098.00 


Credit 


Abatements 

Paid  Treasurer 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


424.00 

1,654.00 

20.00 


6.00 


2,098.00 


2,098.00 


Personal  Property  Taxes 


1951  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 
Added  Interest 


76.67 

2.38 


79.05 


Credit 


Abatements 
Paid  Treasurer 


11.56 

67.49 


79.05 


1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


210.06 


210.06 


1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 
Added  Interest 


763.65 

12.40 


776.05 


Credit 


Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


535.78 

240.27 


776.05 
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1954  Commitments 
Added  Interest 


Credit 


Abatements 

Paid  Treasurer 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


20,299.16 

2.84 

-  20,302.00 


60.89 

18,824.54 

1,416.57 

-  20,302.00 


Real  Estate  Taxes 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  1,110.28 

Added  Interest  50.62 

-  1,160.90 


Credit 


Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Paid  Treasurer 


36.98 

303.58 

820.34 

-  1,160.90 


1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  35,413.60 

Added  Interest  1,241.19 

-  36,654.79 

Credit 

23.99 
289.46 
17,047.15 
19,294.19 

-  36,654.79 


Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


156,182.39 

24.42 


1954  Commitments 
Added  Interest 


156,206.81 
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Credit 

Abatements  2,479.49 

Tax  Title  Account  424.16 

Paid  Treasurer  118,964.03 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  34,339.13 

-  156,206.81 


NORTH  DIGHTON  FIRE  DISTRICT 
Real  Estate 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 
Added  Interest 


Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  18.30 

-  $  18.30 


$  17.20 

1.10 

-  $  18.30 


1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  64.00 

Added  Interest  1.08 

-  65.08 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  42.08 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  23.00 

-  65.08 


1954  Commitment 
Added  Interest 

-  5,648.04 


5,647.54 

.50 
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Credit 


Abatements  12.20 

Paid  Treasurer  2,627.94 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  3,007.90 

-  5,648.04 


Personal  Property 


1954  Commitment  368.30 

-  368.30 

Credit 

Abatements  1.23 

Paid  Treasurer  264.57 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  102.50 

-  368.30 


DIGHTON  WATER  DISTRICT 

Personal  Property  Taxes 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  $  65.63 

Added  Interest  2.85 

-  $  68.48 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  45.49 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  22.99 

-  $  68.48 


201.84 

2.52 


1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 
Added  Interest 


204.36 
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Credit 


Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


101.56 

102.80 


204.36 


1954  Commitments 
Added  Interest 


Credit 


Abatements 

Paid  Treasurer 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


2,330.10 

.36 


2.91 

2,274.85 

52.70 


2,330.46 


2,330.46 


Real  Estate  Taxes 


1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 
Added  Interest 


Credit 


Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Paid  Treasurer 


1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953 
Added  Interest 


Credit 


149.15 

6.35 


.76 

52.82 

101.92 


1,280.55 

20.22 


71.20 

789.17 

440.40 


155.50 


155.50 


1,300.77 


Tax  Title  Account 
Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


1,300.77 
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1954  Commitment 
Added  Interest 


Credit 


Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


15,145.21 

3.39 


60.48 

67.67 

14,244.96 

775.49 


15,148.60 


15,148.60 


DIGHTON  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  DISTRICT 

Personal  Property  Taxes 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  $  16.75 

Added  Interest  .60 

-  $  17.35 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  8.80 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  8.55 

-  $  17.35 


1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  24.89 

Added  Interest  .29 

-  25.18 

Credit 

Paid  Treasurer  12.02 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  13.16 

-  25.18 


613.22 

.07 


1954  Commitment 
Added  Interest 


613.29 
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Credit 

Abatements  2.47 

Paid  Treasurer  603.32 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  7.50 

-  613.29 


Real  Estate 

1952  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  15.68 

Added  Interest  .71 

-  16.39 

Credit 

Tax  Title  Account  4.14 

Paid  Treasurer  12.25 

-  16.39 


1953  Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1953  183.68 

Added  Interest  3.36 

-  187.04 


Credit 


Tax  Title  Account  4.06 

Paid  Treasurer  137.13 

Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954  45.85 

-  187.04 


1954  Commitment 
Added  Interest 

-  3,193.67 


3,193.17 

.50 
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Credit 


Abatements 
Tax  Title  Account 
Paid  Treasurer 
Balance  due  Dec.  31,  1954 


•  •  u  c 

2.94 

3,042.27 

140.59 


3,193.67 


Respectfully  submitted, 


PERCY  B.  SIMMONS, 
Town  Collector. 


REPORT  OF  TREE  WARDEN 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Herewith  is  my  report  as  Tree  Warden  for  the  year 
1954. 

I  have  made  inspections  with  the  Hixon  Tree  Company, 
New  England  Telephone  and  Telegraph  Company  and  the 
Taunton  Electric  Light  Company. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  P.  GOFF, 

Tree  Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  STREETS 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  annual  report  as  Superintendent  of 
Streets: 


General  Account 

Various  streets,  cleaning  out  catch  basins,  brush, 


tree  work,  scraping  and  graveling  $2,225.01 

Snow  plowing  and  sanding  1,164.60 

Material,  work  on  chains  and  axes  123.40 

Snow  plow  413.65 

Beacon  36.00 

Superintendent  of  Streets  240.00 


$4,202.66 


Chapter  81 : 

Centre  St. — Shoulders,  drainage,  brush,  patch¬ 
ing  and  tarring  $  583.77 

Chestnut  St. — Excavating,  graveling,  scraping 

drainage,  brush  and  ledge  3,726.95 

Cobb’s  Lane — Graveling  138.23 

Elm  St. — Shoulders,  drainage,  scraping,  gravel¬ 
ing,  patching,  brush,  tarring,  guard  rail  and 
washout  1,476.82 

Hart  St. — Shoulders,  drainage,  scraping,  graveling, 

and  washout  385.19 

Horton  St. — Shoulders,  excavating,  scraping, 

brush  and  graveling  1,927.38 

Lincoln  Ave. — Shoulders,  patching,  tarring  and 

brush  1,484.25 

Main  St. — Shoulders,  drainage  and  brush  423.60 

Middle  St. — Tarring  and  brush  164.04 

Milk  St. — Tarring  and  brush  333.47 
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Pine  St. — Tarring  and  brush  205.13 

School  Lane — Tarring  and  brush  222.47 

Spring  St. — Patching,  shoulders  and  drainage  169.20 

Tremont  St. — Patching,  tarring,  shoulders,  scrap¬ 
ing,  drainage,  excavating,  graveling,  brush 
and  pipe  6,384.48 

Williams  St. — Patching,  tarring,  scraping, 

drainage,  brush  and  catch  basins  1,113.35 

Winter  St. — Tarring  and  shoulders  153.27 

Various  Sts. — Tarring,  scraping,  graveling,  should¬ 
ers,  patching  and  brush  1,923.62 


$20,824.22 

Chapter  90: 

Centre  St. — Tarring  and  drainage  $  607.52 

Williams  St. — Drainage  4,320.91 

Berkley  Bridge  Pier  171.44 


$5,099.87 

Respectfully  submitted, 


HENRY  P.  GOFF, 
Superintendent  of  Streets. 
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REPORT  OF  DIGHTON  FIRE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  the  report  for  the  Dighton  Fire  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1954. 

The  Department  received  86  calls* as  follows: 

Type  Number 

Auto  accident  1 

Auto  4 

Barn  2 

Brush  7 

Chimney  5 

Dump  13 

False  Alarm  1 

Flooded  oil  burner  1 

Garage  1 

Grass  26 

Grease  2 

Greenhouse  1 

Hay  Stack  1 

House  1 

Inflammable  Cement  1 

Live  Wires  3 

Mattress  2 

Needless  Calls  2 

Overheated  Oven  1 

Rubbish  3 

Woods  4 

Mutual  Aid: 

Taunton  3 

Berkley  4 
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The  following  are  approximate  figures  on  the  amount 
of  water  pumped,  hose  laid,  and  ladders  raised: 

43,985  gallons  of  water 
11,350  ft.  booster  hose 
4,900  ft.  1%"  hose 
3,950  ft.  li/2"  hose 
1,400  ft.  21/2"  hose 
136  ft.  ladders 

A  new  600  gallon  tank  truck  with  a  500  G.P.M.  pump 
was  delivered,  tested  and  put  into  service  on  January  21, 
1954.  We  now  have  two  tank  trucks  with  a  total  capacity 
of  1,000  gallons. 

On  the  evening  of  May  16,  a  call  was  received  for  an 
auto  accident  which  resulted  in  death  to  the  driver  by  fire. 
This  is  the  first  death  by  fire  for  many  years. 

Drills  on  the  various  phases  of  fire  fighting  were  held 
monthly  and  were  well  attended. 

On  August  31,  Hurricane  Carol  arrived,  causing  untold 
damage,  flooding  cellars  and  wells  along  the  water  front. 
With  loss  of  power  and  the  streets  blocked  by  fallen  trees, 
both  Fire  Stations  were  manned  twenty-four  hours  a  day. 
During  this  period,  thirty-eight  cellars  and  seventeen  wells 
were  pumped  out  by  the  Department. 

Again,  on  September  11,  we  were  hit  by  a  hurricane — 
Edna.  This  time  we  were  much  better  off  than  after  the  first 
hurricane.  Rain  flooded  forty  cellars  and  eleven  wells  which 
were  pumped  out  by  the  Department. 

I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Town  Officials 
and  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  for  their  assistance  and  fine  co¬ 
operation  in  keeping  the  fire  losses  down  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Chief  of  Dighton  Fire  Department 

and  Forest  Warden. 
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REPORT  OF  DIGHTON  AMBULANCE 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Gentlemen: 

I  hereby  submit  the  report  for  the  Dighton  Ambulance 
for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1954. 

During  the  year  the  ambulance  made  51  trips  as  fol¬ 


lows  : 

To  Morton  Hospital — Taunton  •  30 

Taunton  State  Hospital  1 

St.  Anne’s  Hospital — Fall  River  2 

Union  Hospital — Fall  River  1 

Fall  River  General  Hospital  1 

Veterans’  Hospital — Boston  2 

New  England  Baptist  Hospital — Boston  1 

Deaconess  Hospital — Boston  1 

St.  Luke’s  Hospital — New  Bedford  1 

Sturdy  Memorial  Hospital — Attleboro  2 

Veterans’  Hospital — Providence,  R.  I.  1 

From  Morton  Hospital — Taunton  4 

Union  Hospital — Fall  River  1 

Called — not  needed  3 

Patients  handled  52 

Cases  of  Illness  42 

Victims  of  Automobile  Accidents  4 

Occupational  Accidents  6 

The  resuscitator  was  used  three  times. 


I  wish  to  thank  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Dighton 
Fire  Department  who  have  so  willingly  manned  the  ambu¬ 
lance  during  the  year. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 

Chief  of  Dighton  Fire  Department. 
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DIGHTON  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  REPORT 


To  the  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Dighton : 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  De¬ 
cember  31,  1954 : 

Total  circulation  of  books  and  magazines  13,157 


Adult  books  6,096 

Juvenile  books  6,301 

Magazines  670 

Number  of  persons  using  reading  room  715 

Collected  in  fines  $41.56 


During  the  year  308  new  books  were  added,  23  of 
which  were  gifts. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HELENA  CHAMBERLAIN, 

Librarian. 

REPORT  OF  SEALER  OF  WEIGHTS 
AND  MEASURES 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen : 

Gentlemen : 

I  hereby  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  Decem¬ 
ber  31,  1954: 

I  have  tested,  adjusted  and  sealed  the  following: 

22  Scales — 6  adjusted. 

12  Weights. 

9  Capacity  Measures. 

20  Automatic  Measuring  Devices. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DONALD  B.  HATHAWAY, 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
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REPORT  OF  POLICE  DEPARTMENT 


To  the  Board  of  Selectmen: 

Gentlemen: 

I  submit  herewith  the  report  for  the  Police  Department 
from  October  6,  1954,  through  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1954. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  arrests  made  in  Dighton  by  the 
State  Police  officers  during  1954: 

Fe- 

Male  male 

Drunk  18 

Operating  to  endanger  5 

Operating  under  influence  8 

Keeping  and  Exposing  Alcohol  1 

Assault  and  Battery  5 

Trespassing  1 

Contempt  of  Court  1 

Operating  after  revocation  2 

Operating  uninsured  car  2 

Operating  unregistered  car  2 

Attaching  plates  1 

Violation  of  probation  1 

Speeding  g 

Assault  with  Dangerous  Weapon  2 

Operating  without  license  3 

Operating  without  registration  in  possession  1 

Insane  Person  1 

Gaming  on  Lord's  Day  13 

Being  present  at  Gaming  13 

Possessing  dangerous  weapon  1 

Rape  2 

Operating  after  suspension  1 

A.  W.  O.  L.  1 
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October  6,  1954 — December  31,  1954: 

Drunkenness  1 

Non-support  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Violations  Booked  15 

Prosecutions  2 

Warnings  issued  34 

Complaints  Received  and  Investigated  63 

Automobile  Accidents : 

Property  Damage  only  12 

Persons  Injured  6 

Hunting  Accidents: 

Fatalaties  1 

Injured  1 

Ambulance  Calls:  5 

Automobile  Injuries  2 

Residents  Transported  to  Hospital  3 

Summons  Served  for  Other  Police  Depts.  7 

Peddler’s  Permits  Issued  2 

Gun  Permits  Issued  11 


The  Town  of  Dighton  was  awarded  a  Plaque  by  the 
Registry  of  Motor  Vehicles — which  was  received  in  the 
Town's  behalf — for  no  fatal  accidents  during  the  year  1953. 

The  Reserve  Police  Officers  did  a  fine  job  during  the 
Taunton  Dog  Track  Meet  directing  traffic  to  and  from  the 
track,  etc.  Thousands  of  visitors  came  to  this  track  during 
the  fifty  day  meet  and  no  serious  accidents  or  breaches  of 
the  peace  were  reported. 

On  the  occasions  when  the  Dighton  Ambulance  was 
called  it  reported  promptly  and  very  efficient  service  was 
rendered  by  its'  crew. 

Residents  of  the  Dighton  Rock  area  were  evacuated 
during  Hurricane  “Hazel”.  Some  were  housed  in  the  High 
School  during  the  height  of  the  storm.  Extra  police  officers 
were  on  duty,  and  no  serious  problems  arose. 
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There  were  many  complaints  received  during  the  Hal¬ 
lowe’en  celebration  such  as  damage  to  School  property,  tear¬ 
ing  down  drain  pipes  from  houses,  and  placing  road  blocks 
on  various  streets.  In  one  instance,  a  motorist  hit  a  tree  in 
order  to  avoid  a  large  boulder.  It  caused  considerable  dam¬ 
age  to  the  motorist’s  car,  but  no  personal  injuries  were  sus¬ 
tained.  It  is  hoped  that  everyone  will  cooperate  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  this  will  not  happen  in  the  future,  as  it  could  result 
in  the  loss  of  life. 

By  the  time  that  this  report  is  published  the  Dighton 
Police  Department  will  be  located  in  the  Girl  Scout  Build¬ 
ing  on  Somerset  Avenue  opposite  the  Dighton  High  School. 
All  residents  should  feel  free  to  call  upon  the  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  at  any  time — day  or  night — no  matter  how  small  their 
problem  or  complaint  might  seem. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  the  townspeople  in  Digh¬ 
ton  for  the  many  courtesies  accorded  me  since  accepting  this 
position. 

I  will  endeavor  to  serve  the  Town  of  Dighton  efficiently 
and  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  A.  CARLSTROM, 

Chief  of  Police. 


DOGS  LICENSED  IN  1954 


Male  .  245 

Female  .  35 

Spayed  .  67 

Kennel  .  7 


354 
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REPORT  OF  DIRECTOR  OF  CIVIL  DEFENSE 


To  the  Townspeople  of  Dighton : 

Your  Civil  Defense  department  was  without  a  director 
during  the  hurricanes  of  1954,  Mr.  Crawford  having  re¬ 
signed  early  in  August.  Civil  Defense  functions  were  carried 
out  under  the  leadership  of  your  Board  of  Selectmen  (them¬ 
selves  short  handed)  and  the  able  work  of  the  fire  and  po¬ 
lice  departments  and  several  local  groups  of  citizens. 

For  1955  we  propose  to  try  to  accomplish  three  things: 

1.  To  inform  the  people  of  Dighton  of  all  the  latest 
thinking  and  developments  in  the  Civil  Defense  program  as 
sent  to  us  by  our  State  and  National  organizations. 

2.  To  try  to  reorganize  and  revitalize  the  department 
at  least  to  the  extent  where  all  the  top  positions  of  the  va¬ 
rious  civil  defense  functions  will  be  filled  by  active,  inter¬ 
ested  and  informed  personnel. 

3.  To  maintain  an  active  and  well  equipped  headquar¬ 
ters  where  latest  news  will  be  available  to  the  public. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

STAFFORD  H.  HAMBLY, 

Civil  Defense  Director  of  Dighton. 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT 


To  the  Citizens  and  Taxpayers  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

Herewith  is  a  report  of  the  financial  transactions  of  the 
Town  of  Dighton  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  December  31, 
1954. 


Classification  of  Treasurer’s  Receipts  for  1954 

Cash  Balance  as  of  January  1,  1954  $124,621.64 

Received  from  Town  Collector: 

1951  Personal  Property 

Taxes  $  65.11 

1952  Real  Estate  Taxes  769.72 

1953  Personal  Property 

Taxes  523.38 

1953  Real  Estate  Taxes  15,805.96 

1954  Personal  Property 

Taxes  18,821.70 

1954  Real  Est.  Taxes  118,939.61 
1954  Poll  Taxes  1,654.00 

- $156,579.48 

1952  Motor  Veh.  Excise  3.38 

1953  Motor  Veh.  Excise  6,269.05 

1954  Motor  Vehicle 

Excise  22,462.19 


Tax  Titles 
Tax  Possessions 

Interest  on  Taxes : 

Real  Estate  1,316.23 

Personal  Property  17.62 

Tax  Titles  2.62 


28,734.62 

206.22 

225.00 
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Motor  Vehicle  Excise  30.89 


Total  Collector’s  Receipts 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts : 


Income  Tax 
Corp.  Tax — Business 
Meals  Tax 
School  Bldg.  Aid — 
Chap.  645 

School  Aid — Chap.  70 
School  Transportation 
Vocational  Education 
Child  Welfare  Tuition 


9,900.00 

32.469.46 
1,195.73 

11,792.02 

34.733.47 
11,797.36 

6,466.49 

934.51 


School  Superintendency  4,853.32 


Departmental  Receipts: 


Town  Nurse  Receipts 

162.00 

Public  Library  Receipts 

41.56 

Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Measures 

33.60 

Police  Department: 

Telephone  Calls 

8.60 

Badges 

3.80 

Office  Supplies 

3.58 

School  Department: 

Dental  Fund 

437.00 

Sanitary  Fund 

62.95 

Vocational  Labor  and 

Materials 

126.25 

Lost  Books 

30.23 

Broken  Windows 

14.75 

Teacher  Retirement  Fund 

146.85 

Brock.  Taun.  Gas  Co. 

125.43 

Rent — Vet.  Mem.  Hall 

900.00 

1,367.36 


187,112.68 


114,142.36 
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General  Government: 

Grading  at  No.  School  61.75 

District  Tax  Bills  36.50 

Land  Court  Deposit  3.75 


Town  Clerk: 

Dog  Licenses  798.20 

Old  Age  Assistance  Recovery 
Veterans’  Benefit  Recovery 

Departmental  Revenue: 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

From  State  2,429.94 

Disability  Assistance : 

From  State  1,836.85 

Disability  Assistance  Adm. : 

From  State  101.60 

Old  Age  Assistance : 

From  State  17,770.28 

From  Cities  833.66 

- 18,603.93 

Public  Welfare : 

From  Cities  and  Towns  878.54 

Veterans’  Benefits: 

From  State  2,701.66 

Board  of  Health : 

From  State  52.14 

From  Indi¬ 
viduals  15.00 


2,198.60 


4,508.73 

10.00 


67.14 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


73 


School  Department: 

High  School 

Tuition  18,803.73 

Vocational 

Tuition  3,036.81 

Elementary 

Tuition  302.50 

Telephone  80.34 

- 22,223.38 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge  41.93 
Street  Department  47.00 

-  48,931.97 

Aid  to  Highway  Revenue: 

Chapter  81 — State  9,340.63 

Chapter  90  Maintenance : 

From  State  499.86 
From  County  499.86 

-  999.72 

f;/hap.  90  Submarine  Cable: 

From  State  437.27 
From  County  437.27 

-  874.54 

-  11,214.89 


Total  Departmental  Revenue 


U.  S.  Grants : 


A.D.C.  Administration 
D.  A.  Administration 
O.A.A.  Adminstration 
Aid  to  Dependent 
Children 

Disability  Assistance 
Old  Age  Assistance 


357.90 

203.19 

825.49 

2,469.45 

3,146.70 

18,207.80 


» 


60,146.86 
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Smith-Hughes  Fund  2,216.12 
Total  U.  S.  Grants 


27,426.65 


Grants  and  Gifts: 

Police  Dept. — Special 
Fire  Dept. — Special 
Special  Light  Account 
Christmas  Fund 


11,289.50 

658.00 

71.09 

500.00 


Licenses : 


Advertising  Costs 

26.86 

Alcoholic  Beverages  1, 

,900.00 

Auto  Dealers 

20.00 

Beer  and  Wine 

250.00 

Cabin 

1.00 

Common  Victualler 

40.00 

Denatured  Alcohol 

5.00 

Garbage  Permit 

1.00 

Gasoline  Storage 

6.50 

Golf  Range 

5.00 

Ice  Cream  Manufacturing 

5.00 

Hawker 

16.00 

Junk 

10.00 

Lord's  Day 

39.00 

Milk 

7.50 

Oleo 

3.00 

Oyster  Bed  Privilege 

75.00 

Pistol  and  Firearms 

14.50 

Sausage  Manufacturing 

5.00 

Temporary  Beer  and  Wine 

6.00 

Miscellaneous: 

Cemetery  Perpetual 

Care  Funds  369.00 

Charles  S.  Chase 

Trust  Fund  27.69 


12,518.59 


2,436.36 
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Road  Machinery  Fund  2,010.00 

Commonwealth  of  Mass. : 

Reimbursement  account 

Hurricane  Relief  12,334.86 

County  of  Bristol : 

Dog  Fund  564.88 

Boarding  Dogs  112.50 

District  Court  Fines  307.40 

Elementary  School  Cafeteria : 
Com.  of 

Mass.  5,329.96 
Daily 

Receipts  14,811.32 

- 20,141.28 


High  School  Cafeteria: 
Com.  of 

Mass.  2,510.81 
Daily 

Receipts  10,103.89 


- 12,614.70 

High  School  Athletics  1,611.83 
Sale  of  Fire  Truck  100.00 

Bid  Deposit — So.  School  300.00 
Federal  Withholding 

Tax  23,334.86 

County  Retirement  2,260.76 


Total  Receipts 
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Classification  of  Treasurers  Expenditures  for  1954 
General  Government: 


Selectmen’s  Department : 


Salaries 

$  812.26 

Salary  of  Clerk 

1,540.50 

Travel  Expense 

14.56 

Association  dues 

28.00 

Office  Supplies  and 

Postage 

239.68 

Telephone 

111.07 

Miscellaneous 

18.00 

$  2,764.07 


Other  Expenses: 


Printing  Town  Report 

640.00 

Advertising  Costs 

115.35 

Moderator’s  Salary 

20.00 

Tree  Warden’s  Salary 

35.00 

Hydrant  Rental 

1,050.00 

Legal  Fees 

545.98 

Insurance — all 

5,054.52 

Town  Historian  Ex- 

pense 

40.00 

Dog  Notices  and 

Expense 

131.76 

Miscellaneous 

61.75 

-  7,694.36 

Auditing  Department: 

Salary  208.30 

Assistance  201.50 

Office  Supplies  16.39 

-  426.19 


Treasury  Department: 

Salary  1,150.00 

Travel  Expense  18.48 
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Association  Dues  2.00 

Office  Supplies  and 

Postage  357.38 

Miscellaneous  9.70 

-  1,537.56 


Town  Collector : 


Salary  1, 

,500.00 

Printing  and  Postage 

291.39 

Deputy  Collector’s  Bond 

5.00 

Association  Dues 

2.00 

Mileage 

17.28 

Office  Supplies 

39.44 

Warrant  Investigations 

17.00 

Telephone 

14.00 

Miscellaneous 

4.00 

1,890.11 


Assessors’  Department  : 


Salaries 

1,800.00 

Salary  of  Clerk 

116.00 

Mileage  &  Telephone 

155.86 

Office  Supplies  and 

Printing 

82.54 

Office  Machines 

571.79 

Association  Dues 

9.00 

Assessors’  Course 

30.00 

2,765.19 


Town  Clerk : 

Salary 

600.00 

Printing,  etc. 

61.55 

Town  Maps 

12.43 

Equipment  (file) 

55.12 

Office  Supplies 

52.02 

Transportation 

16.08 

Telephone 

147.10 

Association  Dues 

7.50 
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Salary  of  Clerks  29.50 

Miscellaneous  9.00 

-  990.30 


Election  and  Registration: 


Registrars 

300.00 

Election  Officers 

697.88 

Census 

344.91 

Janitors’  Services 

20.00 

Printing 

115.00 

Voting  Equipment 

81.07 

1,558.86 


Total  General  Government  $  19,626.64 

Retirement  Account:  $  1,000.00 

Hydrant  Rental — N.  D.  Fire  District:  710.24 

Veterans*  Memorial  Hall: 

Maintenance : 

Lights  $  67.03 

Fuel  680.80 

Water  5.90 

-  753.73 

Repair  Account  240.00 

Total  for  Veterans*  Memorial  Hall  993.73 

Fence  and  Boundary  Markers — Elementary  School : 
Advertising  for  Bids  7.89 

Hawthorne  Fence  265.50 

-  273.39 


Protection  of  Persons  and  Property: 

Police  Department: 

Salaries  of  Chiefs  2,962.16 

Wages  of  Officers  595.50 
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Transportation 

218.86 

Fuel,  gas,  oil 

284.48 

Cruiser  Car  Repairs 

56.85 

Telephone 

218.76 

Office  Supplies 

63.51 

Lockup  Expense 

12.00 

Equipment 

194.24 

■ -  4,606.36 

Police  Department — Special : 

Taunton  Greyhound 

Assn.  8,757.00 

Standard  Coil 

Prod.  Corp.  2,532.50 

-  11,289.50 

Police  Cruiser  Account: 

Purchase  Price  1,800.00 

Equipment  602.14 

Insurance  30.53 

-  2,432.67 


Fire  Department: 

Wages 

2,274.25 

Telephone 

736.78 

Fuel 

916.95 

Electricity 

112.66 

Water 

30.00 

Truck  Repairs 

169.02 

Gas,  oil 

192.26 

Repairs  to  Oil  Burner 

4.75 

Association  Dues 

5.00 

Miscellaneous 

13.80 

Equipment 

2,218.98 

Supplies 

45.01 

6,719.46 


Fire  Truck  Equipment: 

Coats  166.32 
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Helmets 

Water  Bag 

Hose  and  Coupling 
Boots 

112.86 

25.00 

571.50 

124.17 

999.85 

Fire  Dept.  Radio  Equipment 

2,813.33 

Fire  Truck  Account: 

Purchase  Price 

7,485.00 

Fire  Department — SPECIAL: 
Taunton  Greyhound  Assn. 

658.00 

Total  Protection  of  Persons  &  Property 

Health  and  Sanitation: 

Care  of  Town  Dumps: 

Labor  1,373.72 

Material  for  Gates  127.11 

Hired  Equipment  241.20 

-  1,742.03 

Mosquito  Control : 

State  Reclamation  Board  250.00 

Board  of  Health : 

Administration  Salaries  386.08 

Town  Nurse : 

Salary  1,344.00 

Substitute  120.00 

Dues,  etc.  43.60 

Mileage  10.08 

-  1,517.68 


37,004.17 


Milk  Inspector — Salary  200.00 
Animal  Inspector — Salary  175.00 
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Sealer  of  Weights  and 

Measures — Salary  100.00 

Board,  Treatment  and 

Medical  Care  446.89 


Vital  Statistics: 

Births 

63.00 

Deaths 

28.00 

Marriages 

39.00 

Affidavits 

10.50 

140.50 


Ambulance : 

Gas,  oil  and  re¬ 
pairs  166.43 

Drivers  138.25 

Laundry  1.04 

-  305.72 


Playground  Rental  and 

Care  47.50 

Telephone  157.91 

Pump  453.76 

-  3,931.04 


Total  Health  and  Sanitation 


Highways  and  Bridges: 

Street  Department: 


Wages 

2,690.26 

Superintendent  Salary 

240.00 

Materials 

24.15 

Supplies 

139.66 

Gas  and  Oil 

34.94 

Hired  Equipment 

138.00 

Beacon  Maintenance 

36.00 

Snow  Plowing  and 

Sanding 

486.00 

5,923.07 
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Snow  Plow  413.65 

- -  4,202.66 


Road  Machinery  Account: 


Sand  Spreader 
Truck  Repairs 
Gas  and  Oil 


200.00 

685.36 

714.64 


1,600.00 


Chapter  81 : 

Labor 

Hired  Equipment 
Materials 


6,990.20 

7,615.70 

6,218.32 

-  20,824.22 


Chapter  90  Maintenance: 

Labor  1,370.00 

Hired  Equipment  1,404.45 

Materials  2,325.42 

-  5,099.87 

Chapter  90  Submarine  Cable : 

Contract  1,311.80 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge : 

Tender’s  Salary  840.00 

Electricity  12.00 

Repairs  20.28 

-  872.28 

Special  Light — Dog  Track: 

Light  at  Williams  Street  71.09 

Care  of  Town  Elms : 

Contract  Work  2,482.04 


Gypsy  Moth: 
Labor 


20.00 
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Contract  Work 

450.00 

470.00 

Total  Highways  and  Bridges  36,933.96 

Charities  and  Veterans*  Benefits: 

Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Direct  Aid — Cash  5,528.94 


Kind 

189.71 

5,718.65 

Disability  Assistance : 

Direct  Aid — Cash  5,692.22 


Kind 

539.44 

6,231.66 

Old  Age  Assistance : 

Direct  Aid — Cash 

Kind 

Outside  Relief 

42,559.77 

4,204.91 

1,154.95 

47,919.63 

Administration : 

Administration 

Salaries 

Social  Worker 
Telephone 

386.07 

2,760.00 

114.51 

Mileage  and  Luncheons  94.78 
Association  Dues  3.00 


Office  Supplies 

163.82 

Electric  Adding 
Machine 

233.30 

3,755.48 

Public  Welfare : 

Cash  Grants 
Groceries 

Fuel 

836.07 

1,802.59 

181.35 
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Clothing 

Rent 

Medical  Care 
Outside  Relief 

Veterans’  Benefits: 

Salary  of  Agent 
Association  Dues 
Cash  Grants 
Medical  Care 


129.22 

46.52 

380.40 

1,468.54 

-  4,844.69 


100.00 

12.00 

6,896.94 

369.95 

-  7,378.89 


Christmas  Fund : 


500.00 


Total  Charities  and  Veterans’  Benefits 


Schools  and  Library: 

School  Department: 


Teachers’  Salaries 

128,158.28 

General  Control 

7,543.47 

Transportation 

16,303.29 

Janitors’  Salaries 

13,410.90 

Books 

3,488.42 

Supplies 

3,451.04 

Fuel 

4,517.12 

Electricity 

2,745.10 

Water 

429.46 

Gas 

502.77 

Boiler  Repairs 

83.09 

Janitors’  Supplies 

1,365.10 

Health 

2,639.35 

Repairs 

1,988.80 

Libraries 

139.50 

Household  Arts 

44.06 

Vocational  Shop 

1,311.83 

Dental  Fund 

858.25 

76,349.00 
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Tuition  38.40 

Miscellaneous  1,487.18 

Staff  Expense  106.53 

New  Equipment  1,288.05 

Audio-Visual  Aids  330.00 


H.  S.  Driveway  Repairs  39.80 

-  192,269.79 

U.  S.  Grants : 


Smith-Hughes-George  Barden 
Funds 


3,073.35 


Elementary  School  Library : 

Books  408.18 


Public  Library : 


Librarian’s  Salary 

550.00 

Assistant’s  Salary 

33.20 

Janitor’s  Salary 

230.00 

Books 

411.01 

Periodicals 

68.20 

Mending  Books 

29.77 

Fuel 

241.57 

Electricity 

35.15 

Water 

25.00 

Repairs 

7.85 

Janitor’s  Supplies 

2.83 

1,634.58 


Total  Schools  and  Libraries 

Unclassified  School  Accounts: 

High  School  Athletics: 


Officials  501.00 

Officers  96.00 

Janitors  91.00 

Supplies  and  Equip¬ 
ment  1,034.16 

Transportation  394.00 


197,385.90 
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Medical  Attendance  50.00 

Cleaning  178.20 

Guarantee  Fees  113.23 

Printing,  etc.  45.26 

Miscellaneous  61.62 


High  School  Cafeteria : 

Labor 

Food 

Laundry 

Equipment 

Supplies 

Miscellaneous 


3,522.00 

7,747.43 

128.04 

169.26 

13.39 

10.00 


Elementary  School  Cafeteria: 


Labor 

5,886.00 

Food 

13,152.64 

Laundry 

102.30 

Equipment 

1,354.57 

Printing,  etc. 

60.50 

Supplies 

45.53 

2,564.47 


11,590.12 


20,601.54 


Total  Unclassified  School  Accounts 

Interest  and  Maturing  Debt: 

Interest  on  Elementary  School 

Bonds  9,240.00 

Elementary  School  Bonds  25,000.00 

Total  Interest  and  Maturing  Debt 

Agency  and  Trust  Funds: 

Perpetual  Care  Funds  369.00 

Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund  27.69 


34,756.13 


34,240.00 


Total  Agency  and  Trust  Funds 


396.69 
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Unclassified  and  Miscellaneous: 


Civil  Defense : 


New  Furnace 

300.00 

Fuel 

69.71 

Building  Repairs 

169.48 

Miscellaneous 

4.45 

543.64 

Memorial  Day  Observance 

• 

• 

Flags 

36.00 

Flowers 

89.00 

125.00 

County  Retirement  Fund 

2,089.59 

Tax  Title  Revenue : 

Taxes  paid  to  Districts 

50.59 

Tax  Title  Redemption : 

Title  Searching 

210.00 

Fees 

35.05 

Travel  Expense 

9.91 

254.96 

Tailings : 

Check  replaced 

26.60 

State  Taxes: 

State  Audit 

628.56 

State  Parks 

658.74 

1,287.30 


County  Payments : 

T.  B.  Hospital  Tax  5,420.99 

County  Tax  10,124.75 

Dog  Licenses  798.20 

-  16,343.94 


Federal  Withholding  Tax: 
Withheld  from  wages 


23,334.96 


88 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


County  Retirement: 

Withheld  from  wages  2,260.76 


Total  Unclassified  and  Miscellaneous 


Refunds : 

1953  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  117.61 

1954  Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax  617.61 

735.22 

1954  Real  Estate  Tax  438.70 

Total  Refunds 


Hurricane  Relief: 

Carol : 

Clearance  of  Debris: 

Public  Property  7,711.59 

Private  Property  154.56 


7,866.15 

Guarding  Police  1,447.15 

Temporary  Repairs  to 

Public  Property  1,922.39 

Restoration  of  Essential 

Facilities  2,118.54 

-  13,354.23 

Edna : 

Clearance  of  Debris: 

Public  Property  275.12 

Private  Property  150.00 


425.12 

Temporary  Repairs  to 

Public  Property  1.92 


46,317.24 


1,173.92 
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Restoration  of  Essential 

Facilities  541.42 


968.46 


Total  Hurricane  Relief  14,322.69 


Total  Expenditures  507,406.77 


Cash  Balance  as  of  December  31,  1954  $104,603.66 


DEPARTMENTAL  STATEMENT 


General  Government: 

Appropriation  $ 

18,348.42 

Transfer  from  Board  of  Health 

1,000.00 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 

216.47 

Received  for  bill  paid 

61.75 

xA> 

19,626.64 

Expenditures 

19,626.64 

Balance 

none 

Retirement  Account: 

Appropriation 

1,000.00 

Expenditures 

1,000.00 

Balance 

none 

Veterans’  Memorial  Hall  Maintenance 

• 

• 

Appropriation 

580.00 

Transfer  from  Repair  Account 

260.00 

> 

840.00 

Expenditures 

753.73 

$ 


Balance 


86.27 
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Veterans’  Memorial  Hall  Repair  Account: 

Appropriation  *  500.00 

Expenditures  240.00 


260.00 

Transfer  to  Maintenance  Account 

260.00 

0 

Balance 

none 

State  Census — 1955: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

700.00 

Balance 

700.00 

Hydrant  Rental — North  Dighton: 

Appropriation 

710.24 

Expenditures 

710.24 

Balance 

none 

Fence  and  Boundary  Markers — Elementary  School: 

Appropriation 

400.00 

Expenditures 

273.39 

Balance 

126.61 

Fire  Department: 

Appropriation  6,475.98 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr.  243.48 


Expenditures 


6,719.46 

6,719.46 


Balance 


none 
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Fire  Department— Special : 


Receipts — Taunton  Greyhound 
Assn. 

Expenditures 

658.00 

658.00 

Balance 

none 

Fire  Truck  Account: 

Jan.  1,  1954  Balance 
Expenditures 

7,500.00 

7,485.00 

Balance 

15.00 

Radio  Equipment — Fire  Department: 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency  2,947.00 


Expenditures 

2,813  33 

Balance 

133.67 

Fire  Truck  Equipment  Account: 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 
Expenditures 

1,000.00 

999.85 

Balance 

.15 

Police  Department: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

4,958.00 

4,606.36 

Balance 

351.64 

Police  Cruiser: 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 
Expenditures 

3,078.00 

2,432.67 

Transfer  to  Veterans’  Benefits 

645.33 

600.00 

Balance 


45.38 
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Police  Department — Special : 

Receipts: 

Taunton  Greyhound  Assn.  8,757.00 

Standard  Coil  Products  Co.  2,532.50 

11,289.50 

Expenditures  11,289.50 

Balance 


Board  of  Health: 

Appropriation  4,950.00 

Expenditures  3,931.04 

1,018.96 

Transfer  to  General  Government  1,000.00 

Balance 


Mosquito  Control: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Town  Dump  Account: 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 
Expenditures 

Balance 

Playground  Fence: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 


250.00 

250.00 


2,000.00 

1,742.03 


1,200.00 


none 


18.96 


none 


257.97 


Balance 


1,200.00 
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Street  Department: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

5,500.00 

4,202.66 

Transfer  to  Public  Welfare 

1,297.34 

1,100.00 

Balance 

197.34 

Dighton-Berkley  Bridge: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

900.00 

872.28 

Balance 

27.72 

Road  Machinery  Account : 

From  Road  Machinery  Fund 
Expenditures 

1,600.00 

1,600.00 

Balance 

none 

Chapter  81 : 

Appropriation 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 

7,350.00 

13,475.00 

Expenditures 

20,825.00 

20,824.22 

Balance 

.78 

Chapter  90  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 

1,700.00 

3,400.00 

Expenditures 

5,100.00 

5,099.87 

Balance 


.13 
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Chapter  90  Submarine  Cable: 

Appropriation 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 

455.00 

910.00 

Expenditures 

1,365.00 

1,311.80 

Balance 

53.20 

Sidewalk  Maintenance: 

Appropriation 

Transfer  to  Public  Welfare 

400.00 

400.00 

Balance 

none 

Special  Light — Dog  Track: 

From  Taunton  Greyhound  Assn. 
Expenditures 

71.09 

71.09 

Balance 

none 

Gypsy  Moth  Account: 

Appropriated 

Expenditures 

500.00 

470.00 

Balance 

30.00 

Care  of  Town  Elms: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

2,562.60 

2,482.04 

Balance 

80.56 

General  Relief  Administration: 

Appropriation 

Transfer  from  Disability  Asst. 
Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 

1,800.00 

400.00 

16.11 

2,216.11 
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A.D.C.  Adm.  1-1-54  Bal.  18.53 
Received  during  1954  357.90 


D.A.  Adm.  1-1-54  Bal. 

17.71 

376.43 

Received  during  1954 

203.19 

O.A.A.  Adm.  1-1-54  Bal. 

134.25 

220.90 

Received  during  1954 

825.49 

959.74 

3,773.18 

Expenditures  3,755.48 


Balance  (A.D.C.  Adm.  U.  S.  Grant) 
Balance  (D.A.  Adm.  U.  S.  Grant) 
Balance  (O.A.A.  Adm.  U.  S  Grant) 


Aid  to  Dependent  Children: 

Appropriation  4,000.00 

U.  S.  Grant  1-1-54  Bal.  42.89 
Received  during  1954  2,469.45 

-  2,512.34 


6,512.34 

Expenditures  5,718.65 


793.69 

Transfer  to  O.A.A.  700.00 


Balance 


Disability  Assistance: 

Appropriation  3,500.00 

U.  S.  Grant:  Received  during  1954  3,146.70 


2.43 

8.59 

6.68 


93.69 


6,646.70 
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Expenditures  6,231.66 

415.04 

Transfer  to  Genl.  Rel.  Adm.  400.00 


Balance 


Old  Age  Assistance: 

Appropriation  25,000.00 

Transfer  from  T.  B.  Hosp.  Tax  4,526.31 

Transfer  from  A. D.C.  700.00 


30,226.31 

U.  S.  Grant:  Rec’d  during  1954  18,207.80 

U.  S.  Grant:  a/c  Recoveries  1,442.13 


49,876.24 

Expenditures  47,919.63 


Balance 

Balance  (O.A.A. — U.  S.  Grant) 

Veterans’  Benefits: 

Appropriation 

Transfer  from  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 
Transfer  from  Police  Cruiser 


3,700.00 

3,078.89 

600.00 


Expenditures 

Balance 

Public  Welfare: 

Appropriation 

Transfer  from  Street  Dept. 

Transfer  from  Sidewalk  Dept. 


7,378.89 

7,378.89 


3,500.00 

1,100.00 

400.00 


15.04 


514.48 

1,442.13 


none 


5,000.00 
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Expenditures  4,844.69 

Balance 

Christmas  Fund: 

From  Taunton  Greyhound  Assn.  500.00 

Expenditures  500.00 

Balance 


School  Department: 

Appropriation 
Payments  returned 
From  Res.  Acct.  Appr. 


191,285.00 

272.28 

1,445.05 


Expenditures 

Balance 


192,952.38 

192,269.79 


U.  S.  Grant — Smith-Hughes,  George  Barden  Funds: 

1-1-54  Balance  1,741.01 

Received  during  1954  2,216.12 


Expenditures 


3,957.13 

3,073.35 


Balance 


Elementary  School  Library: 

From  County  Dog  Fund  564.88 

Expenditures  408.18 


155.31 


none 


682.54 


883.78 


Balance 


156.70 


98 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


1,636.65 

1,000.00 


2,636.65 

Expenditures  2,564.47 


Balance 

High  School  Cafeteria: 

1-1-54  Balance  701.29 

1954  Receipts  12,614.70 


13,315.99 

Expenditures  11,590.12 


Balance 

Elementary  Cafeteria: 

1-1-54  Balance 
1954  Receipts 


Expenditures 


Balance 

Public  Library: 

Appropriations 

Expenditures 

Balance 

Civil  Defense: 

Appropriation 


838.61 

20,141.28 


20,979.89 

20,601.54 


1,650.00 

1,634.58 


500.00 


High  School  Athletic  Account: 

1-1-54  Balance  24.82 

1954  Receipts  1,611.83 


Appropriation 


72.18 


1,725.87 


378.35 


15.42 
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January  1,  1954  Balance 

174.40 

Expenditures 

674.40 

543.64 

Balance 

130.76 

Tax  Title  Redemption: 

January  1,  1954  Balance 
Expenditures 

383.64 

254.96 

Balance 

128.68 

Memorial  Day  Observance: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

125.00 

125.00 

Balance 

none 

Contributory  County  Retirement: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

2,089.59 

2,089.59 

Balance 

none 

Town  Cemetery  Account: 

January  1,  1954  Balance 
Expenditures 

51.40 

Balance 

51.40 

Interest  on  School  Bonds: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

9,240.00 

9,240.00 

Balance 


none 
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Elementary  School  Bonds: 

Appropriation 

Expenditures 

25,000.00 

25,000.00 

Balance 

none 

Cemetery  Perpetual  Care  Funds: 

Received  during  1954 
Expenditures 

369.00 

369.00 

Balance 

none 

Charles  S.  Chase  Trust  Fund: 

Received  during  1954 
Expenditures 

27.69 

27.69 

Balance 

none 

Dog  Licenses: 

Received  during  1954 
Expenditures 

798.20 

798.20 

Balance 

none 

Federal  Withholding  Tax: 

Withheld  from  Wages 
Expenditures 

23,334.86 

23,334.86 

Balance 

none 

County  Retirement: 

Withheld  from  Wages 
Expenditures 

2,260.76 

2,260.76 

Balance 


none 
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Reserve  Account  Appropriated: 

From  Excess  and  Deficiency 
To:  General  Govt.  216.47 

Genl.  Rel.  Adm.  16.11 

Fire  Department  243.48 
School  Department  1,445.05 
Veterans’  Benefits  3,078.89 


5,000.00 


5,000.00 


Balance  none 

Total  Appropriations  Balances  $  2,775.20 

Revenue  Receipts  over  Assessors’  Estimates  18,196.41 


Surplus  Revenue  to  Excess  and  Deficiency 

for  1954  $20,971.61 

At  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  in  March,  1954,  Joseph 
W.  Fleck  was  elected  Town  Auditor.  He  carried  out  the 
duties  of  this  office  until  the  pressing  conditions  of  personal 
losses  caused  by  Hurricane  “Carol”  forced  him  to  resign  the 
office.  On  November  23,  1954,  the  Board  of  Selectmen  ap¬ 
pointed  me  to  complete  the  year’s  work. 

I  certify,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief,  that 
the  reports  contained  herein  are  correct.  The  cash  balances 
of  all  officers  intrusted  with  the  receipt,  custody  or  expendi¬ 
ture  of  money  have  been  verified  and  all  such  books  and  ac¬ 
counts  are  in  order.  The  Tax  Collector’s  report  as  published 
is  correct.  All  payments  to  the  Treasurer  have  been  prop¬ 
erly  warranted,  and  all  receipts  have  been  recorded.  Cash 
and  Securities  of  the  Trust  Funds  have  been  verified,  all  in¬ 
come  accounted  for,  and  all  payments  warranted. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

RUTH  D.  DEEMING, 

Town  Auditor, 
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Aid  to  Highways:  Treasurer’s  Unidentified  Receipts  100.61 

Chapter  81 — State  8,777.16  1955  Revenue: 

State  Taxes  2.60 

Chapter  90  Maintenance —  County  Taxes  50.60 

State  1,700.00  _  53.20 
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SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


Term  Expires 


Wyman  E.  Hawkes,  Chairman  1955 

Segreganset 

Mrs.  Catherine  C.  Carr,  Secretary  1955 

Briggs  Street,  North  Dighton 

Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary  1957 

Williams  Street,  North  Dighton 

John  Gray  1956 

40  Tremont  Street,  North  Dighton 

Herbert  Holt  1956 

22  Andrews  Street,  North  Dighton 

Lawrence  Mendoza  1957 

Elm  Street,  Dighton 

Superintendent 


Thomas  L.  Warren,  B.  S.,  M.  Ed. 
Residence:  74  Spring  Street,  North  Dighton 
Office :  Dighton  High  School,  Segreganset 
Telephone:  Dighton  4751  (Office) 

Taunton  4-6432  (Home) 

Office  Hours: 

Monday  through  Friday,  8:30  A.  M.  —  9:30  A.  M. 

and  by  appointment. 

Secretary 

Gladys  P.  Babbitt 

School  Physician 

Charles  M.  Souza,  M.  D. 

School  Nurse 

Esther  Bowden,  R.  N. 

Attendance  Supervisor 

Howell  S.  Carr 
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GENERAL  INFORMATION 

Entrance  Age 

First  grade  registration  in  September  of  any  year  will 
be  limited  to  those  children  who  are  at  least  six  years  of  age 
or  who  will  become  six  years  of  age  on  or  before  the  follow¬ 
ing  January  1.  There  will  be  no  exceptions  made  to  this 
ruling. 

Birth  Certificates 

Presentation  of  a  birth  certificate  is  required  for  en¬ 
trance  to  the  first  grade. 

Vaccination 

Every  child  who  enters  school  for  the  first  time  must 
present  a  certificate  of  vaccination  or  a  statement  from  his 
physician  that  vaccination  is  inadvisable. 

NO  SCHOOL  INFORMATION 
Elementary  School 

Whenever  it  seems  advisable  to  close  the  elementary 
school  the  notice  will  be  broadcast  over  Radio  Station 
WPEP,  Taunton,  and  over  Radio  Station  WSAR,  Fall  River. 

High  School 

Whenever  the  school  buses  can  be  safely  operated 
there  will  be  school  at  Dighton  High  School  unless  unfore¬ 
seen  emergencies  make  it  necessary  to  close.  In  the  event 
of  closing,  the  information  will  be  specifically  announced 
over  the  radio  as  indicated  above  for  the  elementary  school. 

TRANSPORTATION 

The  law  requires  that  transporation  be  provided  for 
pupils  residing  more  than  two  miles  from  the  school  at¬ 
tended  or  more  than  one  mile  from  the  nearest  bus  stop. 
Many  pupils  living  at  lesser  distances  along  established 
routes  are  transported  if  the  seating  capacity  of  the  bus  will 
permit.  From  time  to  time  it  is  necessary  to  refuse  trans¬ 
portation  to  some  of  those  living  under  the  required  distance 
when  our  buses  are  filled  to  capacity  with  children  living  at 
a  greater  distance. 
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SCHOOL  CALENDAR 

1954  —  1955 

DIGHTON 

As  Approved  by  School  Committee 


Dighton  Elementary  School 


School  opens 

September  8,  1954 

closes 

December  23,  1954 — 

-  72 

days 

opens 

January  3, 1955 

closes 

February  18, 1955 — 

-  35 

days 

opens 

February  28,  1955 

closes 

April  15,  1955— 

-  34 

days 

opens 

April  25,  1955 

closes 

June  10,  1955— 

-  34 

days 

175 

days 

Dighton  High  School 

opens 

September  8  ,1954 

closes 

December  23,  1954 — 

-  72 

days 

opens 

January  3, 1955 

closes 

February  18, 1955 — 

-  35 

days 

opens 

February  28, 1955 

closes 

April  15,  1955— 

-  34 

days 

opens 

April  25,  1955 

closes 

June  22,  1955 — 

-  42 

days 

183 

days 

Schools  will  close  on  the  following  days: 

October  12 — Columbus  Day 

October  29 — Teachers’  Convention 

November  11 — Armistice  Day 

November  25  and  26 — Thanksgiving  Recess 

April  8 — Good  Friday 

May  30 — Memorial  Day 
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FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 


Receipts 

Appropriation 

Transferred  from  Reserve  Account 


$191,235.00 

1,445.05 


$192,680.05 


Expenditures 


General  Control 

$  7,662.23 

Transportation 

16,189.53 

Teachers’  Salaries 

128,011.43 

Books 

3,488.42 

Audio-Visual  Aids 

330.00 

Supplies 

3,517.33 

Janitors  Supplies 

1,297.78 

Fuel 

4,517.12 

Electricity 

2,745.10 

Gas 

417.14 

Water 

429.46 

Janitors’  Salaries 

13,410.90 

Miscellaneous 

1,458.68 

Boiler  Repairs 

83.09 

Repairs 

1,979.03 

Health 

2,639.35 

New  Equipment 

1,288.05 

Library,  High  School 

139.50 

Staff  Expenses 

64.33 

Tuition 

75.60 

Vocational  Education: 

General  Shop 

1,351.13 

Household  Arts 

44.06 

Dental  Fund 

858.25 

Balance — Returned  to  Town 


$191,997.51 

682.54 


$192,680.05 


no 
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Dog  Tax  Refund 


RECEIPTS 

$  564.88 


EXPENDITURES 

Elementary  School  Library  408.18 


Balance 


$156.70 


NET  COST  TO  TOWN 


Expenditures,  1954  $191,997.51 

Receipts,  1954: 

Chapter  70,  General  State  Aid  35,998.47 

Reimbursement,  Superintendent’s 

Salary  and  Travel  2,426.66 

Reimbursement,  Vocational 

Education  6,466.49 

Transportation  11,797.36 

State  Wards  and  Youth  Service  934.51 


Tuition : 

Berkley 
Freetown 
Rehob  oth 
Lakeville 

Miscellaneous  Tuition 
Miscellaneous  Receipts 
Dental  Clinic  Income 

Total  Receipts,  1954 


10.489.93 

11.475.93 
175.00 
175.00 
327.50 
351.93 
437.00 

-  $81,055.78 


Net  Cost  to  Town 
Balance  Returned  to  Town 


$110,941.73 
$  682.54 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  Town  of  Dighton: 

Herewith  is  submitted  my  first  annual  report,  and  since 
I  assumed  the  duties  of  this  position  in  June,  the  report  will 
be  rather  brief.  Incorporated  herein  is  the  report  of  the 
Principals,  Vocational  School  Director,  the  Music  Supervisor 
and  the  Nurse,  and  I  recommend  that  you  read  them  care¬ 
fully  in  order  that  you  may  become  better  acquainted  with 
the  operation  of  your  schools.  Any  additional  information 
concerning  the  schools  will  be  given  readily  when  requested. 

Personnel 

After  eleven  years  of  diligent  and  conscientious  service 
as  the  school  superintendent  of  Dighton,  Freetown,  Berkley, 
and  Gosnold,  Mr.  John  J.  Rolfe  resigned  in  April  in  order  to 
accept  the  appointment  to  a  similar  position  in  Wareham, 
Mass.  Under  his  capable  leadership  the  elementary  grades 
of  Dighton  were  brought  under  one  roof,  and  molded  into  a 
unit  which  was,  and  is,  the  envy  of  the  citizens  and  pupils 
of  many  communities. 

Mr.  John  F.  Usher,  Jr.  Music  Supervisor  for  the  past 
two  years  decided  to  enter  the  field  of  educational  admini¬ 
stration,  and  resigned  to  become  Principal  of  the  Freetown 
Elementary  School.  Mr.  William  H.  Kahn,  a  man  with  an 
excellent  educational  and  experience  background  in  the 
field  of  music  has  already  proven  himself  a  worthy  succes¬ 
sor  to  his  very  capable  predecessor  in  the  Dighton  Public 
School  music  program. 

Mr.  Olivio  A.  Lopes  who  in  his  seven  years  as  a  teacher 
of  English  in  Dighton  High  School,  did  much  to  raise  the 
standards  in  that  area  of  the  high  school  curriculum,  re¬ 
signed  in  order  to  accept  a  position  as  head  of  the  English 
department  in  Attleboro  High  School. 

However,  in  general  the  number  of  people  who  re¬ 
signed  was  not  great,  and  this  must  be  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  the  members  of  the  Dighton  School  Committee  have 
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seen  fit  to  have  a  salary  schedule  which  will  attract  and  re¬ 
tain  good  teachers. 

The  appointment  of  Mrs.  C.  Claudia  McCarthy,  form¬ 
erly  elementary  supervisor  in  South  Hadley,  Massachusetts, 
as  a  reading  specialist  has  filled  a  great  need,  and  in  the  few 
short  months  she  has  been  on  the  staff  the  results  of  her 
work  are  evident. 

In  cooperation  with  Dr.  Mary  A.  O’Rourke,  State  Ele¬ 
mentary  Supervisor,  an  all-day  Teacher  Conference  was 
held  in  the  Dighton  Elementary  School  on  December  9th. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  the  School  Departments  of  Brock¬ 
ton,  Weymouth,  and  Taunton,  as  well  as  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education,  expert  consultants  were  on  hand,  and 
the  elementary  teachers  of  Dighton,  Freetown  and  Berkley, 
as  well  as  the  elementary  school  principals  of  Taunton, 
spent  a  very  profitable  and  enjoyable  day.  I  hope  that  in  the 
future  we  may  promote  more  of  this  type  of  in-service  train¬ 
ing  for  the  teachers  for  it  is  stimulating  and  of  great  benefit 
to  the  pupils. 

I  have  found  during  my  short  time  in  Dighton  that  the 
entire  personnel  of  the  school  department  is  intent  upon 
performing  all  assigned  duties  in  a  manner  which  will 
guarantee  to  the  pupils  and  taxpayers  the  greatest  possible 
return  for  the  monies  expended. 

Finance 

The  budget  for  1955  shows  a  regretable  but  inevitable 
increase.  The  constantly  growing  school  population  neces¬ 
sitates  a  greater  expense  for  books  and  supplies  as  well  as  a 
sizable  increase  for  transportation.  The  latter  will  be  re¬ 
imbursed  by  the  state,  and  I  am  sure  that  all  will  agree  that 
if  we  are  to  safely  transport  our  pupils  the  numbers  on  the 
buses  must  be  lessened  by  adding  more  bus  runs. 

The  teachers  salary  item,  too,  represents  an  under¬ 
standable  increase. 
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In  increasing  the  tuition  charge  from  $175.00  to 
$225.00  in  the  high  school  a  sum  of  approximately  $6,900.00 
more  will  be  paid  into  the  town  treasury,  even  though  the 
cost  to  our  neighboring  towns  of  Freetown  and  Berkley  is  a 
nominal  one. 

School  Population 

Much  was  said  of  the  increased  school  enrollment  in 
the  School  Report  of  1954,  and  it  is  again  this  year  the  main 
topic  of  the  report  of  Mr.  Gillespie.  Your  committee  which 
has  recently  been  appointed  to  study  the  needs  of  the  Digh- 
ton  Schools  will  report  its  findings  at  the  annual  Town  meet¬ 
ing.  I  strongly  recommend  that  you  carefully  study  its  re¬ 
port. 

Repairs  and  Improvements 

The  usual  excellent  program  of  building  maintenance 
has  been  carried  on  by  the  very  capable  and  diligent  staff 
of  custodians. 

In  order  to  save  the  lawn  of  the  elementary  school 
from  the  ravages  of  the  grub  of  the  Japanese  beetle,  it  was 
necessary  during  the  past  summer  to  authorize  the  treatment 
of  the  entire  lawn  by  the  Hixon  Tree  Company. 

Future  Needs 

If  the  Dighton  Public  Schools  are  to  continue  to  im¬ 
prove,  and  if  the  buildings  are  to  be  kept  in  first  class  condi¬ 
tion  it  will  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  program  of  past 
years,  that  is,  the  purchase  of  various  items  of  equipment  for 
instructional  use  and  supplies  for  maintenance  purposes. 

Hurricanes 

Late  in  the  summer  when  hurricanes  Carol  and  Edna 
brought  disaster  and  devastation  to  Dighton,  as  well  as 
many  other  parts  of  New  England,  our  school  buildings 
served  as  havens  of  refuge  for  many  of  the  citizens  of  the 
town.  We  could  very  readily  see  that  in  times  of  disaster, 
no  matter  what  the  cause,  our  schools,  because  of  their 
rooms,  well  equipped  kitchens  and  auxiliary  power  plants 
are  very  important  units.  I  strongly  recommend  that  in  the 
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near  future  the  auxiliary  power  plants  of  both  schools  be 
put  in  such  working  condition  that  practically  anyone  could 
place  them  in  operation  simply  and  quickly.  I  believe  that 
the  expense  of  this  should  be  paid  for  by  special  appropria¬ 
tions  at  a  town  meeting. 


Conclusion 

I  wish  to  thank  all  those  who  have  done  so  much  to 
make  me  feel  and  know  that  I  am  going  to  enjoy  working, 
living,  and  raising  my  family  in  Dighton. 

I  strongly  urge  all  who  have  constructive  suggestions 
for  the  good  of  the  public  schools  to  discuss  them  with  us  in 
the  system.  If  we  are  to  do  the  best  for  our  children,  and 
they  are  deserving  of  no  less  than  that,  then  we  must  all  co¬ 
operate  in  a  spirit  of  harmonious  understanding  and  good¬ 
will  to  achieve  our  mutual  goal. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

THOMAS  L.  WARREN, 
Superintendent  of  Schools. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  NURSE 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools; 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

I  submit  the  following  report  for  1954. 

The  annual  physical  examinations  were  given  all  pupils 
attending  Dighton  schools  by  Dr.  Charles  M.  Souza,  school 
physician.  The  Massachusetts  Vision  Test  and  Puretone 
Audiometer  Test  were  given  under  my  supervision.  When 
defects  were  discovered  in  the  vision  or  hearing  of  the  pupils 
tested,  the  parents  were  notified  immediately. 

The  Dental  Clinic  was  conducted  two  mornings  a  week 
at  the  office  of  Dr.  L.  C.  Murray,  Taunton.  With  the  assist- 
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ance  of  the  volunteer  drivers,  members  of  the  Dighton  Ele¬ 
mentary  School  Parent  Teachers’  Association,  five  hundred 
forty-one  pupils  were  transported  to  this  clinic.  All  dental 
work  needed  was  completed  for  a  total  of  one  hundred 
eighty  pupils. 

During  the  Pre-school  Clinic,  forty-nine  pupils  were 
vaccinated  against  small  pox. 

For  the  first  time  in  Dighton,  a  day  at  school,  called 
“Get  Acquainted  Day”,  was  arranged,  in  order  that  the  1954 
first  grade  pupils  could  experience  their  first  day  at  school, 
in  the  company  of  a  parent,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the 
school  year  in  September.  The  experiences  of  this  day  in¬ 
cluded  riding  the  school  bus,  meeting  the  teachers  and  the 
school  staff,  a  tour  of  the  Elementary  School,  a  play  period 
out  of  doors,  and  lunch  in  the  cafeteria.  The  success  of  this 
endeavor  was  proven  by  the  quick  adjustment  the  children 
made  to  school  life  in  September.  This  was  our  aim  in  con¬ 
ducting  this  program. 

The  services  of  the  Bristol  County  Mental  Health  Clin¬ 
ics,  Inc.  were  open  to  pupils  in  the  Dighton  schools.  This 
affiliation  has  proven  more  than  worthwhile. 

Home  Nursing  classes  were  conducted  at  Dighton  High 
School.  During  the  program  at  “Open  House”,  parents  were 
given  demonstrations  of  techniques  learned  and  many  im¬ 
provised  articles,  which  are  made  for  use  in  a  home  where 
there  is  sickness,  were  on  display. 

May  I  offer  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  entire  school  per¬ 
sonnel,  parents,  and  all  who  have  aided  in  making  this 
health  program  a  success  in  1954. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ESTHER  BOWDEN,  R.  N., 

School  Nurse. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  HIGH  SCHOOL 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  my  sixth  annual  report  as  Principal 
of  the  Dighton  High  School. 

Over  the  last  two  years  my  reports  have  dealt  with  the 
major  programs  of  the  High  School.  Last  year  the  guidance 
department  was  thoroughly  explored.  This  report  will  out¬ 
line  some  of  the  major  problems  of  the  school  and  investi¬ 
gate  entirely  the  pupil  housing  problem. 

Enrollment  indicating  the  distribution  of  pupils  by  the 
towns  and  curricula  on  October  1,  1954,  follows: 


ENROLLMENT  STATISTICS 


Class 

Dighton 

Freetown 

Berkley 

Lakeville 

Total 

Freshmen 

37 

21 

14 

72 

Sophomore 

26 

23 

15 

64 

Junior 

86 

6 

12 

1 

55 

Senior 

30 

9 

13 

52 

Post  Graduate 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

132 

61 

54 

1 

245 

Curricula  Statistics 


Class 

College 

Commercial 

General 

Total 

Freshmen 

38 

27 

7 

72 

Sophomore 

22 

29 

13 

64 

Junior 

16 

27 

12 

55 

Senior 

13 

25 

14 

52 

Post  Graduate 

2 

2 

Totals 

91 

108 

46 

245 
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Curricula  Changes 

The  popularity  of  the  Household  Arts  Department  ne¬ 
cessitated  the  addition  of  a  class  in  Cooking.  This  class  is 
an  elective  and  is  open  to  all  girls  in  the  school.  Any  fur¬ 
ther  expansion  of  the  Household  Arts  Department  would 
mean  elimination  of  the  Elementary  School  students  from 
the  program  since  the  instructor  would  be  spending  100  per 
cent  of  her  time  in  the  High  School. 

The  five  subject  per  day  program  instead  of  four  per 
day  for  non-college  students  was  so  successful  last  year  that 
we  have  established  it  on  a  permanent  basis.  Under  this 
plan  there  is  less  work  outside  of  school  and  more  accom¬ 
plished  during  scheduled  classes.  In  too  many  cases  the 
study  periods  were  not  effectively  utilized.  We  still  feel 
that  the  average  college  student  needs  the  extra  study 
period  for  library  research  work.  At  the  present  time,  we 
are  unable  to  add  the  extra  subject  to  the  program  of  seniors 
due  to  the  non-availability  of  a  room. 

Guidance  Program 

The  Guidance  Program  was  covered  very  thoroughly 
in  the  1953  town  report  and  my  recommendations  are  stated 
therein.  Since  there  is  much  more  work  that  should  be  done 
in  guidance  if  time  were  available,  I  strongly  urge  the  school 
committee  again  to  make  plans  to  develop  this  very  impor¬ 
tant  field. 

During  the  year  several  vocational  guidance  talks  were 
held  with  the  juniors  and  seniors.  Speakers  in  the  fields  of 
nursing,  accounting,  and  art  were  enthusiastically  received. 
The  Northeastern  University  career  program  was  used  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  This  program  brings  to  the  students  essential 
information  in  approximately  one  hundred  and  fifty  different 
occupations  through  slides,  talks,  and  discussions. 

The  Taunton  State  Employment  Office  has  been  con¬ 
stantly  improving  their  services  for  the  benefit  of  our  guid¬ 
ance  program.  The  results  obtained  from  their  interview- 
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in g,  testing,  and  counseling  are  forwarded  to  the  school  for 
our  use.  The  Employment  Office  was  successful  last  year  in 
placing  several  members  of  the  1954  graduating  class  in 
positions  compatible  with  their  training  and  personality. 

Activity  Program 

The  Student  Council  completed,  after  two  years  work, 
a  very  comprehensive  handbook  which  will  be  issued  to 
freshmen  for  the  next  two  years.  After  a  trial  of  two  years, 
plans  are  to  revise  and  issue  in  a  more  permanent  form. 
Such  handbooks  acquaint  new  students  with  essential  in¬ 
formation  about  the  school.  All  work  was  done  by  the  stu¬ 
dent  council  and  the  commercial  department. 

A  handbook  for  the  faculty  has  also  been  prepared  this 
year.  School  department  regulations,  high  school  policies, 
information  concerning  activities,  etc.,  are  there  for  the 
orientation  of  new  faculty  members. 

The  following  changes  in  the  Activity  Program  have 
been  made  for  1954-1955.  The  Home  Nursing  Club  has  been 
dropped  due  to  lack  of  interest,  the  Photography  Club  was 
eliminated  since  no  qualified  and  interested  faculty  member 
was  available.  The  addition  of  a  class  in  Foods  made  the 
Cooking  Club  unnecessary.  In  its  place  a  very  popular 
Handicrafts  Club  is  operating. 

There  have  been  many  articles  during  the  last  year  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  proper  place  of  the  Activity  Program  in  the 
overall  school  day  and  its  importance  in  relation  to  the  aca¬ 
demic  program.  At  present  a  faculty  committee  is  studying 
the  Activity  Program  and  from  its  findings  a  probable  re¬ 
vision  will  follow. 


Housing  and  Enrollment 

I  would  like  to  explore  fully  the  Housing  situation  in 
the  High  School.  The  school  department  must  soon  decide 
what  its  secondary  education  policy  will  be  and  the  housing 
needs  of  that  policy.  The  town  can  meet  this  problem  by: 
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1.  Participating  in  a  regional  high  school. 

2.  Developing  the  High  School  into  a  Junior-Senior 
High  School  and  then  back  into  a  Senior  High 
School  for  Dighton  pupils  only. 

3.  Eliminate  Freetown  and  Berkley  pupils  until  only 
Dighton  students  remain. 

4.  Construct  a  Junior-Senior  High  School  or  add  onto 
the  present  building. 

Naturally  secondary  school  needs  should  be  tied  in 
with  elementary  school  needs.  This  report  does  not  attempt 
to  answer  this  problem  but  does  suggest  a  way  to  gain  time 
to  make  the  correct  decision. 

Dighton  High  School  and  Vocational  School  can  hold  at 
capacity  three  hundred  pupils.  Next  year,  with  the  fresh¬ 
men  from  Berkley  and  Freetown,  approximately  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-six  students  would  be  enrolled.  More  impor¬ 
tant,  one  hundred  and  sixteen  eighth  graders  will  enter  in 
the  fall  although  the  largest  class  we  can  handle  consists  of 
eighty  pupils. 

There  is  a  way  we  can  hold  these  tuition  pupils  for  an 
additional  two  or  three  years,  giving  an  adequate  time  for 
clear  thinking  and  discussion  on  future  housing.  Conversion 
of  the  town  office  space  to  school  rooms  would  enable  us  to 
take  all  of  the  students  from  Berkley  and  Freetown  for  two 
and  possibly  three  years. 

From  the  selectmen's  office  and  town  treasurer’s  office 
could  develop  two  small  classrooms.  These  two  rooms  would 
enable  the  enrollment  to  increase  to  three  hundred  and 
sixty  or  seventy.  There  are  more  than  enough  classes  with 
pupil  enrollment  of  less  than  twenty  to  fill  these  small  class¬ 
rooms  during  the  day.  The  two  rooms  would  handle  the 
extra  classes  that  would  result  from  larger  entering  classes 
for  at  least  two  years  and  possibly  three.  To  supervise  these 
classes,  one  additional  teacher  would  be  needed  in  1955-56 
and  two  additional  teachers  the  following  year. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 


The  difference  between  tuition  received  and  salary  paid 
for  additional  faculty  members  would  partially  pay  for  con¬ 
struction  of  a  town  office  building.  It  seems  sensible  to  con¬ 
sider  using  all  of  our  school  space  first  for  school  housing 
before  considering  further  construction. 

The  town  government  program  appears  to  be  growing 
annually  as  the  town  population  increases  and  a  town  office 
building  would  permit  this  expansion. 

In  addition  to  holding  the  tuition  pupils,  the  added 
space  would  make  possible  the  following  changes  in  the 
High  School  program. 

Provide  a  guidance  office. 

Provide  an  Audio-Visual  Aids  room. 

Make  possible  adequate  office  space  for  the  Prin¬ 
cipal. 

Furnish  a  student  activity  room  for  such  activities 
as  yearbook,  school  newspaper,  senior  business, 
dance  preparations,  which  are  now  done  in  every 
nook  and  cranny  of  the  school. 

Conference  room  to  interview  students,  (none 
available  now). 

A  room  for  guidance  testing,  (none  available  now) . 
More  storage  space. 

Band  space. 

Athletic  equipment  space. 

Free  Chemistry  Laboratory  of  other  than  science 
classes  enabling  the  science  instructor  to  use  the 
laboratory  during  his  free  time. 

Put  clock  and  bell  system  and  safe  in  principal’s 
office  where  it  belongs. 

Add  two  extra  classrooms. 

Enable  us  to  improve  the  curriculum  by  adding 
Health  and  Business  Mathematics  to  the  freshmen 
and  senior  classes  respectively. 


6. 

7, 

8. 
9. 

10. 


11, 

12. 

13, 
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In  summarizing  this  discussion  of  school  housing,  I 
would  like  to  say  that  by  the  expenditure  of  very  little 
money  a  better  high  school,  more  town  office  space,  and  time 
to  develop  a  future  building  program  would  result. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  you  over 
the  past  year.  Your  cooperation  and  close  support  of  the 
educational  program  at  Dighton  High  School  has  enabled 
me  to  pursue  a  policy  that  seems  to  be  in  the  best  interest  of 
the  students.  Our  philosophy  in  the  High  School  has  been, 
and  will  continue  to  be,  one  that  furnishes  a  strong  academic 
program  with  sufficient  extra-curricula  interest  to  create  an 
efficient  holding  power. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

EDWARD  H.  GILLESPIE, 

Principal. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF 
THE  DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

I  am  pleased  to  submit  for  your  consideration,  my  third 
annual  report  as  principal  of  the  Dighton  Elementary 
School. 

This  year  I  am  deviating  from  the  usual  summary  of 
our  year’s  activities  and  wish  to  relate  the  aim  and  objec¬ 
tives  of  our  reading  program  and  the  roles  that  guidance 
and  testing  have  in  the  program  itself. 

Guidance,  Testing,  and  the  Reading  Program 

The  teaching  of  reading  has  been  stressed  again  this 
year  and  everything  possible  is  being  done  to  improve  our 
reading  program.  The  great  emphasis  upon  reading  in  re¬ 
cent  years  has  brought  about  the  appearance  of  reading 
consultants  in  many  school  systems.  Some  schools  have  gone 


122 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


a  step  further  and  are  employing  collaborating  teachers  in 
this  field,  it  being  felt  that  the  increasing  teacher  load  in  the 
elementary  school  makes  it  impossible  for  the  regular 
teacher  to  meet  the  needs  of  all  the  children  in  her  class. 
Much  research  is  carried  on  in  the  field  of  reading,  and  pub¬ 
lishers  are  using  the  results  to  prepare  new  reading  pro¬ 
grams. 

During  the  past  year  two  workshops  were  conducted 
here  in  our  school.  The  first  workshop  dealt  specifically 
with  reading  and  was  conducted  by  the  publishers  of  our 
basic  reading  books,  The  Ginn  Publishing  Company.  At 
this  session  our  basic  program  was  reviewed,  discussed,  and 
evaluated.  Suggestions  were  made  by  the  reading  consul¬ 
tant  to  help  us  improve  our  program. 

The  second  workshop  was  held  this  fall  and  several 
fields  of  study  were  included  in  the  program,  reading  again 
being  one  of  the  fields  of  study.  Again  consultants  and 
specialists  in  their  fields  discussed  major  problems  and  made 
helpful  suggestions.  This  workshop  was  conducted  in  co¬ 
operation  with  our  own  State  Department  of  Education. 

It  would  appear  that  in  general  principals  and  teachers 
who  make  use  of  available  information  can  do  an  efficient 
job  of  teaching  reading  without  the  help  of  the  specialist, 
provided  that  factors  such  as  teacher-load,  pupil  ability, 
school  facilities  and  other  factors  are  normal. 

If  all  children  learned  equally  well  and  quickly,  there 
would  be  little  need  for  educational  diagnosis  and  remedial 
treatment.  It  has  been  established  that  all  children  do  not 
learn  any  segment  of  knowledge  equally  well  or  make  the 
desirable  adaptations  to  the  school  environment  in  approxi¬ 
mately  equal  time. 

Experience  shows  not  only  that  all  children  do  not  learn 
equally  quickly,  but  that  some  fail  to  learn  at  all.  Educa¬ 
tional  diagnosis  is  therefore  needed  to  discover  the  strengths 
and  weaknesses  of  individual  pupils  as  the  basis  for  their 
educational  guidance. 
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Diagnosis  implies  the  collection  of  instruments  (test¬ 
ing)  and  a  greater  background  of  scientific  studies  available 
for  both  preventative  and  curative  practice  (guidance). 

Educational  diagnosis  is  the  identification  of  some  of 
the  causes  of  learning  difficulties  or  of  failure  to  learn,  so 
that  proper  attention  may  be  given  to  measures  which  will 
facilitate  learning. 

If  a  diagnosis  is  to  be  satisfactory  it  must  be  valid ;  that 
is,  the  condition  which  is  demonstrated  to  exist  must  have  a 
relation  to  the  defect  which  has  been  determined,  and  re¬ 
medial  measures  based  on  the  diagnosis  must  be  effective. 

In  order  to  be  satisfactory  a  diagnostic  method  must  be 
objective.  It  may  be  said  to  be  objective  if  several  different 
persons  reach  the  same  solution  as  to  the  causal  factors. 

Another  requirement  for  satisfactory  diagnosis  is  re¬ 
liability.  If  the  same  result  is  secured  by  two  or  more  diag¬ 
nosticians,  using  the  same  methods,  there  is  evidence  of  re¬ 
liability. 

In  order  to  be  entirely  successful,  a  diagnosis  must  be 
reasonably  specific.  It  is  of  interest  to  pupils  to  know  that 
they  are  showing  progress  or  lack  of  progress  in  their  work. 
Measurement  of  progress  is  established  through  the  use  of 
tests  used  in  the  testing  program.  These  tests  have  been 
carefully  prepared  and  have  undergone  careful  screening 
to  meet  the  four  points  just  described  before  they  are  placed 
on  the  market  to  be  used  in  testing  programs  in  our  schools. 

After  diagnosis  of  a  pupil's  difficulty  has  been  made,  it 
is  necessary  to  follow  up  the  diagnosis  with  suitable  reme¬ 
dial  material. 

The  growth  of  the  individual  must  be  the  primary  con¬ 
sideration.  Attention  must  be  focused  on  the  learner  rather 
than  on  the  subject  matter.  Children  of  limited  capacity 
cannot  be  expected  to  show  the  mastery  of  subject  matter 
which  is  achieved  by  their  more  able  fellows. 
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In  order  that  the  educative  process  may  be  directed  as 
efficiently  as  possible,  it  is  necessary  that  all  the  objectives 
of  instruction  be  clearly  formulated,  so  that  no  essential  one 
is  overlooked. 

Remedial  instruction  is  an  integral  part  of  our  educa¬ 
tional  program ;  its  treatment  is  specific  in  that  it  attacks  the 
difficulties  at  the  present  level  of  the  learner,  and  proceeds 
on  a  tentative  basis  in  that  it  uses  various  methods  and  ma- 
terials  to  cope  with  individual  problems  as  they  arise. 

The  remedial  reading  specialist  works  with  children  of 
normal  ability,  who  have  inadequacies  in  their  reading. 

Another  type  of  specialist,  the  special  class  teacher,  is 
not  to  be  thought  of  in  the  same  sense  as  the  remedial  read¬ 
ing  specialist.  Her  work  deals  with  children  who  deviate 
from  the  average  so  markedly  that  they  cannot  properly  be 
cared  for  in  classes  with  normal  children.  The  proper  edu¬ 
cational  care  of  these  children  has  been  designated  by  the 
term  “special  education,”  or  “education  for  exceptional  chil¬ 
dren.”  Such  children  may  be  cared  for  in  special  classes 
under  the  direction  of  the  local  superintendent  of  schools 
and  subject  to  supervisory  attention  of  the  state  department 
of  education. 

To  give  assistance  to  the  proper  functioning  of  our  pro¬ 
gram,  a  special  technique  or  service  called  guidance  is  em¬ 
ployed.  All  school  personnel  employ  it  in  some  form  or 
other  and  in  many  cases  a  specialist  or  guidance  director  is 
employed  to  organize  and  direct  the  program.  Guidance 
is  based  upon  the  fact  that  human  beings  need  help.  Some 
believe  that  there  is  something  inherent  in  every  child  that 
will  enable  him  to  solve  all  his  problems  himself  if  we  only 
let  him  do  it — that  all  he  needs  is  sympathetic  understand¬ 
ing  and  freedom  from  control  or  direction.  They  would  also 
have  us  believe  that  education  need  not  prepare  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  ;  its  function  is  merely  to  enable  the  child  to  live  his  own 
life  better.  Fortunately,  few  people  act  upon  this  assum- 
tion. 
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The  demand  for  guidance  is  based  on  the  firm  convic¬ 
tion  that  the  school  should  effectively  provide  for  individual 
differences  in  abilities,  aptitudes,  interests,  and  needs.  This 
implies  that  all  the  aspects  of  a  youth’s  development  must 
be  considered — physical,  social,  emotional,  vocational,  and 
recreational. 

Guidance  should  therefore  be  viewed  as  services  de¬ 
signed  to  help  pupils  to  choose  wisely  between  alternatives, 
to  help  pupils  to  understand  their  abilities  and  limitation, 
and  to  help  them  effect  adjustments  to  the  society  in  which 
they  live. 

Trends  in  reading  programs  usually  bear  a  close  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  accepted  aims  of  instruction.  The  main  aim 
of  reading  instruction  is  not  to  have  pupils  acquire  some 
mechanical  facility  in  recognizing  words  or  understanding 
sentences  so  much  as  it  is  to  contribute  to  the  wholesome 
growth  of  the  child.  In  addition  to  personal  values  the 
modern  teacher  sees  reading  as  a  means  of  developing  social 
habits  and  attitudes  which  contribute  to  good  citizenship  in 
a  democracy. 

The  specific  aims  in  reading  are  as  follows: 

1.  To  make  provisions  for  determining  and  develop¬ 
ing  reading  readiness  at  all  levels. 

2.  To  encourage  strong  motives  for  and  permanent 
interests  in  reading  as  an  activity  of  value  in  both  work  and 
recreational  situations. 

3.  To  acquaint  children  with  ideas  that  will  extend 
and  enrich  their  experiences  of  life  in  our  democracy  and 
an  interdependent  world. 

4.  To  present  ideas  and  develop  attitudes  associated 
with  good  citizenship  and  worthy  character. 

5.  To  cultivate  tastes  and  interests  in  a  wide  variety 
of  good  literature  in  books,  other  current  publications, 
songs,  recordings,  and  radio  programs. 

6.  To  provide  for  the  gradual  increase  in  skills  and 
acquisition  of  valuable  habits  in  silent  and  oral  reading. 
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7.  To  develop  abilities  associated  with  the  use  of 
books  and  other  study  activities. 

8.  To  provide  a  basis  for  successful  reading  of  printed 
materials  in  the  various  subject-matter  areas  of  the  curricu¬ 
lum,  with  especial  emphasis  upon  the  contribution  of  read¬ 
ing  to  other  language-arts  activities. 

These  aims  imply  that  the  teacher  helps  the  child  to 
learn  to  read  and  to  read  to  learn.  They  suggest  that  the 
child  grows  in  and  through  reading.  They  underline  the 
fact  that  he  develops  not  only  reading  skills  but,  rather, 
permanent  habits  and  attitudes. 

The  aims  set  forth  above  suggest  that  reading  can  do 
much  for  the  child,  but  it  can  do  so  only  if  instruction  is 
planned  and  executed  not  in  the  light  of  adult  ambitions  but 
in  terms  of  the  child  himself. 

So  much,  then,  for  an  overall  picture  of  our  reading 
program  at  Dighton  Elementary  School.  It  remains  for  me 
only,  to  add  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  constant  level 
of  competency.  A  person  or  an  organization  or  a  program 
of  study  either  becomes  better  or  worse.  One  of  the  most 
important  responsibilities  of  a  school  staff  is  to  seek  im¬ 
provement.  There  can  be  no  one  formula  which  is  guaran¬ 
teed  to  give  results.  Constant  analysis  of  needs,  abilities, 
capacities  must  be  made.  Experimentation  must  be  carried 
on.  There  must  be  courage  to  try  new  things.  To  improve 
oneself  and  to  help  others  to  improve  are  all  essential  to 
successful  accomplishment. 

In  conclusion,  on  behalf  of  the  Elementary  School  Per¬ 
sonnel  and  myself,  I  wish  to  express  our  appreciation  to  you 
and  the  School  Committee  for  your  cooperation  and  endeav¬ 
ors  in  making  our  school  a  cooperative  enterprise. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

OLIVER  J.  COLLARD, 
Principal, 

Dighton  Elementary  School. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MUSIC  SUPERVISOR 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools : 

Dear  Mr.  Warren: 

In  making  out  this  report,  I  would  like  to  first  of  all 
give  credit  to  my  predecessors  for  the  fine  work  they  have 
done  before  me.  Because  of  their  fine  efforts  and  hard  work 
music  has  held  high  esteem  in  the  schools  of  Dighton  for 
quite  some  time  and  still  continues  to  do  so.  It  is  the  deep 
concern  of  each  supervisor  to  want  to  continue  to  uphold 
and  improve  the  high  standards  which  music  has  enjoyed  in 
a  school  system.  That  has  been  my  aim,  however  difficult, 
to  uphold  this  fine  tradition  that  music  holds  in  the  public 
schools  of  Dighton  and  to  continue  the  fine  work  which  has 
been  carried  on  in  the  past. 

In  accepting  this  position  I  took  on  this  challenge  and 
that  of  also  improving  the  music  program  wherever  pos¬ 
sible.  The  present  system  of  music  instruction  in  the  Dighton 
School  system  is  a  fine  one ;  however,  no  system  is  so  perfect 
that  some  improvement  can’t  be  made  along  the  way  and 
that  is  what  I  have  endeavored  to  do.  In  my  teaching  I  have 
tried  to  make  music  as  interesting  an  experience  as  possible, 
an  experience  which  would  stimulate  even  greater  partici¬ 
pation  in  music  by  students. 

That  music  holds  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  Dighton 
Schools  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  practically  all  students 
participate  in  one  group  or  another  out  of  which  some  won¬ 
derful  musical  results  are  achieved.  When  interest  in  music 
is  so  great  as  it  is  here,  then  the  work  of  the  supervisor  is 
more  enjoyable  and  the  work  of  each  group  a  pleasure  for 
all. 

In  the  elementary  school  I  continued  the  work  of  the 
past  by  visiting  each  classroom  weekly  and  presenting  a 
lesson  in  music.  The  same  system  of  rote  teaching  in  grades 
one  and  two  was  continued  with  note  reading  in  grades 
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three  through  eight.  Later  in  the  year  note  reading  will  be 
introduced  to  grade  two ;  however,  at  present  it  is  too  soon 
to  begin  it.  Throughout  each  grade  all  the  problems  and 
basic  fundamentals  of  music  instruction  are  being  consid¬ 
ered  for  each  level.  The  treatment  of  “uncertain”  singers 
in  the  lower  grades  is  given  considerable  attention  through 
the  use  of  monotone  drills  and  exercises.  At  the  present 
time  we  have  but  a  few  “uncertain”  singers  left  and  no 
monotones. 

The  vocal  program  at  the  elementary  school  has  been 
a  satisfying  one  in  that  I  have  been  able  to  achieve  some  ex¬ 
cellent  two  and  three  part  singing  with  classes  five  through 
eight.  Of  course  we  still  have  the  problems  of  changing 
voices  in  grades  seven  and  eight,  but  this  is  being  alleviated 
by  the  use  of  the  American  Singer  music  books  purchased 
last  year.  Many  of  the  songs  are  arranged  for  changing 
voices  so  that  those  students  with  changing  voices  are  able 
to  sing  without  too  much  embarrassment  to  themselves. 

A  Christmas  Operetta  was  presented  at  the  elementary 
school  for  the  first  time  in  which  the  elementary  school  band 
and  chorus  participated,  and  which  included  many  students 
from  grades  one  through  eight.  The  operetta  proved  highly 
successful  and  another  is  being  planned  for  next  year  be¬ 
cause  of  the  high  interest  by  students  and  parents. 

The  elementary  chorus  of  over  seventy  voices  partici¬ 
pated  in  this  program  with  the  singing  of  many  songs  in 
parts.  This  chorus  gives  students  wonderful  experience, 
which  will  benefit  them  greatly  and  prepare  them  for  the 
high  school  chorus  or  glee  clubs.  It  helps  create  greater  in¬ 
terest  for  them  in  music  generally. 

The  instrumental  program  at  the  elementary  school  still 
continues  to  offer  free  class  instruction  each  week  to  all  stu¬ 
dents  interested.  Thirty  new  students  started  instrumental 
instruction  on  various  instruments  this  year.  These  students, 
when  ready,  will  eventually  feed  into  the  band  and  orches¬ 
tra.  The  elementary  school  band  at  present  numbers  thirty 
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players.  The  orchestra  numbers  thirty-five.  Many  new  vio¬ 
lin  students  have  been  started  and  taken  into  the  orchestra 
already;  however,  many  more  students  will  have  to  be  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  violin  if  we  are  to  build  up  our  elementary  and 
high  school  orchestras. 

The  instrumental  groups  in  the  high  school  have  done 
fine  work  although  some  of  our  valuable  members  left 
through  graduation,  weakening  the  groups  somewhat.  The 
band  has  performed  at  assemblies  and  at  all  football  games, 
putting  on  half-time  shows,  performing  letters  and  going 
through  other  routines  on  the  field.  The  high  school  band 
deserves  much  credit  for  the  splendid  job  performed  at  each 
game.  The  band  at  present  numbers  thirty-five. 

The  high  school  put  on  a  Christmas  Concert  for  the  first 
time,  which  was  presented  on  the  last  day  of  school  for  the 
student  Christmas  Assembly  and  again  at  night  for  the  pub¬ 
lic. 

The  groups  participating  were  the  orchestra,  mixed 
choir,  girls’  glee  club  and  the  boys’  glee  club.  Each  group 
did  outstandingly  well.  A  great  deal  of  work  and  time  went 
into  the  preparation  of  this  program.  The  high  school  can 
be  very  proud  of  the  excellent  results  attained  by  these 
groups.  The  choir  numbers  thirty  select  voices,  the  girls’ 
glee  club  numbers  about  ninety  and  the  boys’  glee  club  con¬ 
sists  of  forty  voices.  These  groups  are  at  present  working 
on  music  for  our  spring  concerts  and  state  festival  and  will 
also  perform  at  school  concerts  and  assemblies. 

In  addition  to  the  aforementioned  groups  I  have  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  with  the  Woodwind  Quartet,  the  Barbershop 
Quartet,  and  started  a  Girls’  Trio  and  Quartet.  Each  of  these 
groups  meet  weekly  and  are  preparing  works  for  perform¬ 
ance  at  school  and  community  functions. 

The  above  is  a  summary  report  of  the  music  program  in 
the  Dighton  Public  Schools.  In  the  execution  of  my  duties 
I  have  conscientiously  tried  to  fulfill  the  aim  and  purpose  of 
music  education,  to  give  to  each  student  his  or  her  rightful 
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place  in  music  and  in  gaining  the  maximum  pleasure  and  en¬ 
joyment  to  be  derived.  I  sincerely  hope  I  have  succeeded  in 
doing  this. 

In  conclusion  I  wish  to  thank  all  who  have  contributed 
toward  the  success  of  the  music  program.  An  ardent  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  music  program  at  the  elementary  school  has 
been  Mr.  Oliver  Collard  and  at  the  high  school,  Mr.  Edward 
Gillespie.  With  their  continued  interest  and  cooperation  the 
music  program  can  make  even  greater  strides  toward 
greater  improvement  of  our  musical  organizations. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

WILLIAM  HENRY  KAHN, 
Supervisor  of  Music. 


REPORT  OF  THE  DIRECTOR  OF  THE 
DIGHTON  VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 


To  the  Superintendent  of  Schools: 

I  herewith  submit  my  second  annual  report  as  Director 
of  the  Dighton  Vocational  School. 

Since  our  school  receives  both  Federal  and  State  Aid,  I 
feel  it  necessary  to  discuss  all  levels  in  this  important  phase 
of  education. 

On  the  Federal  level,  Congress  approved  a  five  million 
dollar  increase  to  the  George-Barden  Fund  for  Vocational 
Education,  bringing  this  grant  to  a  total  of  $23,672,261.  It 
is  the  largest  increase  ever  voted  by  Congress  for  this  pro¬ 
gram  in  any  one  year.  The  reason  for  it  is  best  expressed  in 
an  editorial  in  the  American  Vocational  Journal. 

“There  are  two  principal  reasons  why  Congress,  in  a 
year  when  economy  is  the  watchword,  voted  a  26.8  per  cent 
increase  in  the  George-Barden  fund.  First,  vocational  edu- 
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cators  have  done  a  good  job.  The  program  is  popular  with 
the  people  and  they  are  willing  to  fight  for  it.  Second,  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress — at  least,  enough  of  them — had  been  made 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  program  and  its  value  to 
individuals  and  the  nation.  Congress  will  always  support 
vocational  education  so  long  as  these  two  factors  are  main¬ 
tained.” 

Mr.  M.  Norcross  Stratton,  retired  in  July  as  State  Di¬ 
rector  of  Vocational  Education.  He  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Walter  Markham,  former  Director  of  Lowell  Vocational 
School.  Mr.  Markham’s  enthusiasm  and  his  ability  to  recog¬ 
nize  the  needs  of  our  young  people  will  give  this  area  of  edu¬ 
cation  an  even  greater  impetus  in  our  state. 

The  surplus  material  given  to  our  school  by  the  State  is 
greatly  appreciated,  and  also  the  comments  of  the  Super¬ 
visors  in  evaluating  the  program  in  Dighton. 

The  building  program  for  Vocational  Education  has 
been  extremely  active  this  year.  In  many  communities  there 
are  new  buildings,  and  in  others,  their  quarters  have  been 
expanded. 

The  amount  of  productive  work  and  the  quality  of  it 
has  been,  I  am  sure,  one  of  the  factors  that  classifies  our  Vo¬ 
cational  school  as  one  of  the  best  small  schools  in  the  State. 

Pierce  Hardware  Company  had  on  display  in  their  win¬ 
dows  some  of  the  fine  furniture  made  by  our  woodworking 
boys. 

In  addition  to  the  many  projects  completed  in  our  wood 
shop,  the  students  completely  painted  and  redecorated  their 
quarters.  They  also  painted  and  repaired  the  town-owned 
Girl  Scout  building  at  a  great  saving  to  the  town. 

For  the  past  four  years  the  Joseph  R.  Charves  Voca¬ 
tional  Achievement  Award  has  been  presented  to  our  out¬ 
standing  automobile  boys. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  include  a  new  award  made  possible 
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by  the  Grossman  Company  of  Taunton.  This  award  consists 
of  a  complete  kit  of  carpenter  tools  presented  to  the  out¬ 
standing  woodworking  senior  boy  each  year. 

The  automobile  senior  boys  were  given  the  “Allen  Tune 
Up”  course,  and  each  received  a  certificate  and  gold  pin 
from  the  Allen  Automotive  Electric  Company.  Tune  up  work 
in  the  automotive  field  is  very  important,  and  our  students 
are  trained  to  also  meet  this  requirement  of  industry. 

Our  present  program,  in  which  we  have  the  freshmen 
students  one  half  year  in  metal  work  and  the  other  half  year 
in  wood  work,  makes  for  a  very  much  improved  phase  of  oc¬ 
cupational  guidance.  The  students  also  have  three  years  to 
complete  the  unit  trade  of  their  choice. 

The  publicity  given  our  Vocational  School  this  year  by 
the  local  newspapers  is  most  gratifying,  and  perhaps  a  good 
reason  why  the  Open  House  Night  was  so  well  attended. 

The  many  conferences  with  employers  have  been  help¬ 
ful  in  including  their  suggestions  in  our  program.  These 
people  have  visited  our  school,  and  talked  to  our  students 
about  attitudes,  willingness,  and  a  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
employee  to  give  a  day’s  work  for  a  day’s  pay.  This  seg¬ 
ment  of  citizenship  training  we  shall  continue  to  explore. 

The  combined  efforts  and  financial  support  of  our  Fed¬ 
eral  and  State  Government  have  enabled  us  to  train  our  vo¬ 
cational  students  at  a  very  much  lower  per  pupil  cost  than 
any  other  branch  of  education  in  our  town.  Over  40%  of 
the  boys  in  our  High  School  are  enrolled  in  the  vocational 
program. 

All  people  who  are  genuinely  interested  in  the  success 
of  today’s  youth  wholeheartedly  support  vocational  schools. 

Your  enthusiasm  towards  our  program  is  most  gratify¬ 
ing,  and  will  be  reflected  as  our  graduates  take  their  places 
in  industry  as  efficient  workers,  and  in  their  commujiities  as 
capable  citizens. 
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I  express  my  sincere  appreciation  to  you  and  your  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  support  you  have  given,  and  will  continue  to 
give  Vocational  Education  in  the  Town  of  Dighton. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  F.  DAY, 

Director. 


VOCATIONAL  SCHOOL 
ENROLLMENT  STATISTICS 


Freshmen  .  8  7  1  16 

Sophomores  .  7  4  4  15 

Juniors  .  6  1  3  1  11 

Seniors  .  7  1  8 

% 


28  13  8  1  50 


Totals 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  GRADUATION 

Dighton  High  School 
High  School  Auditorium,  June  17,  1954 


PROGRAM 

Overture — “Graduation  Overture” 

Orchestra 

*  Processional  March — 

“Pomp  and  Chivalry” 

Orchestra 

Invocation — 

Rev.  Francis  McCarthy 
St.  Peter’s  Church,  Dighton 

Welcome — 

Robert  McCracken 
President  of  Class 

Trumpet  Solo — “You  Go  To  My  Head” 

Irving  Wallace,  Jr. 

Student  Address — 

“What  High  School  Has  Meant  to  Me” 

Patricia  Borden 

: 

Student  Address — 

“Followers  or  Leaders” 

June  Conant 

Selection — “America — Our  Heritage” 

Senior  Class 

Address — “Opportunity  Ahead” 

Dr.  Trentwell  Mason  White 
President  of  Lesley  College 


Herfurth 


Roberts 


Coots 


Steele 
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Presentation  of  Awards — 

Edward  H.  Gillespie 
Principal 

Rensselaer  Polytechnic  Medal 
Balfour  Honor  Award 
John  Charves  Awards 
Grossman  Vocational  Achievement 
Woodworking  Award 
Commercial  Award 
Bion  L.  Pierce  Awards 
Scholarship  Awards 
Cpl.  John  Dutra  Memorial  Award 

Trombone  Solo — “Star  Dust”  Carmichael 

William  Carey 

f  Presentation  of  Diplomas 

Wyman  E.  Hawkes 

Chairman  of  Dighton  School  Committee 
Selection — 

“May  The  Good  Lord  Bless  and  Keep  You”  Wilson 

Senior  Class 

Benediction — 

Rev.  Charles  S.  Crist 

The  First  Congregational  Meeting  House,  Assonet 
Recessional  March — 

“School  Spirit”  Raymond 

Orchestra 

John  F.  Usher,  Jr. 

Supervisor  of  Music 

Accompanists — Judith  Atwood,  Patricia  Stetson 

*The  audience  is  requested  to  remain  seated  during  the  Pro¬ 
cessional  March. 

f The  audience  is  requested  to  refrain  from  applause  until  all 
diplomas  have  been  distributed. 
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CLASS  OF  1954 


Richard  Charles  Adams 
Marilyn  Ashley 
Yvonne  Alice  Ayotte 
Edward  Bacon 
Elaine  Louise  Bissonnette 
Joseph  Francis  Bonvie 
^Patricia  Evelyn  Borden 
Wilma  Alice  Brooks 
Eleanor  Frances  Brown 
William  Bradford  Carey 
Forrest  Pullman  Cole 
Austin  Edward  Collins 
David  John  Collins 
*June  Frances  Conant 
George  Bertrand  Cummings 
Constance  Mae  Donahue 
Joyce  Rae  Duffy 
Mason  Gray 
Ruth  Gail  Hixon 
*  Alexander  Michael  Hout- 
zager 

Judith  Mae  Hunter 
Everett  William  Jose 


Rolf  Kristofferson 
**Elaine  Elizabeth  Macomber 
^Robert  Charles  McCracken 
Lucille  Phyllis  Menard 
John  Hugh  Morrill 
Joseph  Philip  Pacheco 
*Donald  Rodney  Peck 
Anna  Marie  Perry 
Florinda  Ann  Perry 
David  Alan  Pilling 
John  Pina 

Pauline  R.  M.  Pothier 
Edward  H.  Rose 
Frank  Rose,  Jr. 

Barbara  May  Sears 
Russell  Simonds 
Theresa  May  Sylvia 
*Mary  Elizabeth  Tripp 
Irving  Francis  Wallace,  Jr. 

*  Yvonne  Natalie  Washburn 
Florence  Janet  Wilbur 
Norman  Wilbur  Wordell 


**First  Honors — An  average  of  A  for  four  years. 
""Second  Honors — An  average  of  B  to  A  for  four  years. 

Class  Officers 

Robert  McCracken 

John  Stanley . 

Patricia  Borden 
Elaine  Macomber 

Class  Motto 

“Our  aim,  success;  our  hope,  to  win.” 

Class  Advisor:  Mary  Bliss 


. . .  President 

Vice-President 

.  Treasurer 

Secretary 
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Dighton  School  Committee 

Wyman  E.  Hawkes,  Chairman  Mrs.  James  Carr,  Secretary 
Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary 
Herbert  Holt  Lawrence  Mendoza 

John  Gray 

Thomas  L.  Warren,  Superintendent  of  Schools 


ENROLLMENT  BY  SCHOOLS 
(October  1,  1954) 

Dighton  High  School  247 

Dighton  Vocational  School  50 

Dighton  Elementary  School  525 

-  822 

Tuition  Pupils — Dighton  High  School : 

High  School 

Berkley  54 

Freetown  01 

Lakeville  1 

Vocational 

Berkley  8 

Freetown  13 

Rehoboth  1 

-  138 

Net  Total  Enrollment — Dighton  Pupils  684 
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GRADUATION  EXERCISES 

DIGHTON  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOL 

June  9,  1954 


Overture — 


School  Orchestra 


Sibelius 


Processional 


Invocation — 

Rev.  Frank  C.  Seymour 
First  Congregational  Church 


Selection — 
“One  World” 


Bratton-O’Hara 


Greetings — 

Joan  Machado 

Program  Introduction — 

Patricia  Ellis  Richard  Farrar 

“DEMOCRACY”  —  PAST.  PRESENT  AND  FUTURE 


“Democracy  in  the  Past” 
Elaine  Perry 
Helen  Horton 

Selection — 

“America,  My  Own” 

“Democracy”  in  the  Present 
Samuel  Moors 
Elizabeth  Collard 

“Democracy”  in  the  Future 
Dennis  Gorden 

Saxophone  Duet — 

Roland  Souza 


Robert  Wynne 
Olive  Pontes 

Cain 

Mary  Cottrell 
Douglas  Arnold 

Myrna  Menges 

Myrna  Menges 
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Presentation  of  Diplomas — - 

Peter  R.  Tuttle,  Financial  Secretary 
Dighton  School  Committee 

Selection — 

Class  Song  Paul  Bliss 

Benediction — 

Rev.  William  H.  Dolan,  Pastor 
St.  Joseph’s  Church 

Recessional — 

John  F.  Usher,  Jr.,  Music  Supervisor 
Thomas  L.  Warren,  Superintendent  of  Schools 


GRADUATES 


Arthur  Joseph  Allie 
Paul  J.  Alves 
Anthony  H.  Andrews 
Douglas  Leighton  Arnold 
Ralph  T.  Atwood,  Jr. 
Donald  Bacon 
Betsey  May  Burt 
David  Carey 
Danny  Carpenter 
Edna  Carpenter 
Gladys  Juanita  Carpenter 
Elizabeth  Ann  Carpentier 
Elizabeth  Agnes  Collard 
Brian  E.  Corr 
Mary  Elizabeth  Cottrell 
Robert  Leonard  Duarte 
Patricia  Jean  Ellis 
Richard  John  Farrar 
Dennis  Gorden 
Judith  Ann  Hodson 
Helen  Louise  Horton 
William  David  Jack 


Diane  Vivien  Ladd 
Richard  John  Lopes 
Joan  Elaine  Machado 
Dennis  Charles  McNeil 
Myrna  Dale  Menges 
Samuel  Dana  Moors 
Dolores  Mary  Anne  Morris 
Winifred  Anne  Mosher 
Dorothy  Alice  Motta 
Josephine  Agnes  Paiva 
Elaine  Margaret  Perry 
Kathleen  Joanne  Perry 
Wayne  Martin  Philbrook,  Jr. 
Olive  Ellen  Pontes 
Bette  Louise  Potter 
Ervin  Ellsworth  Rose 
Harold  Allen  Rose 
Roland  J.  Souza 
Robert  Wayne  Stanley 
Shirley  Louise  Wilbur 
Robert  Joseph  Wynne 
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Dighton  High  School 

Home  Address  Education  App’d. 
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Howell  S.  Carr  Elm  St.,  Dighton  Dighton  High  School  1942 

Charles  R.  Leonard  Center  St.,  No.  Dighton  Dighton  High  School  1952 

John  P.  Pilling  Center  St.,  No.  Dighton  Dighton  Elementary  School  1952 
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Olivio  A.  Lopes  English,  High  School  June  23,  1954  Teaching  elsewhere 

Frances  S.  Nesmith  Grade  I,  Elementary  May  7,  1954  At  Home 

Helen  L.  Turner  Grade  V,  Elementary  June  13,  1954  Married 

John  F.  Usher,  Jr.  Music  Supervisor  June  23,  1954  Principal,  Freetown 
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